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Two doses of the P�zer/ BioNTech vac cine ap pears to have greater e� ec tive ness ini tially
against new Covid-19 in fec tions as so ci ated with the Delta vari ant when com pared to the
Ox ford/As traZeneca jab, but its e�  cacy also de clines faster, pre lim i nary re search in the UK
sug gests.
Sci en tists from the Univer sity of Ox ford have said that af ter four to �ve months, the level
of pro tec tion o� ered by both vac cines is sim i lar, with the As traZeneca jab main tain ing its
e� ec tive ness through out the du ra tion.
The �nd ings, which have not yet been peer re viewed, also sug gest that those in fected with
the Delta vari ant af ter their sec ond jab had sim i lar peak lev els of virus to un vac ci nated
peo ple.
Based on their work, the re searchers said that al though jabs did not elim i nate chances of
get ting Covid-19, they did re duce the risk and re mained the most e� ec tive way to en sure
pro tec tion against the Delta vari ant — which has now be come dom i nant in many parts of
the world.
Sarah Walker, pro fes sor of med i cal sta tis tics and epi demi ol ogy at the Univer sity of Ox ford,
said: “We don’t yet know how much trans mis sion can hap pen from peo ple who get Covid-
19 af ter be ing vac ci nated — for ex am ple, they may have high lev els of virus for shorter pe -
ri ods of time.
“But the fact that they can have high lev els of virus sug gests that peo ple who aren’t yet
vac ci nated may not be as pro tected from the Delta vari ant as we hoped.
“This means it is es sen tial for as many peo ple as pos si ble to get vac ci nated — both here
and world wide.”
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