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Ver ify the in for ma tion be fore shar ing it. Paus ing to check and con �rm be fore shar ing in -
for ma tion is cru cial, es pe cially in a pan demic when cor rect in for ma tion shared at the right

 time saves lives.

While mis in for ma tion can be due to hu man er ror, in ten tion ally spread ing in for ma tion or
dis in for ma tion is im moral and illegal.
A day be fore en hanced com mu nity quar an tine (ECQ) was re-im posed, thou sands crowded
into vaccination sites in Metro Manila and Las Piñas, putting ev ery one at risk of con tam i -
na tion. The panic was re port edly trig gered by fake news spread through so cial me dia that
the un vac ci nated will not be al lowed to leave their home or re ceive emer gency aid dur ing
the ECQ pe riod.
Re cently �l ing charges in court against 80 per sons for pan demic-re lated o� enses, the
Philip pine Na tional Po lice in cluded 52 in di vid u als for spread ing fake news about coro n -
avirus dis ease 2019 (Covid-19) on the in ter net.
PNP Chief Guillermo Eleazar said that the “52 were speci�  cally charged with 87 com -
plaints for un law ful use of means of pub li ca tion and un law ful ut ter ances un der Ar ti cle 154
of the Re vised Pe nal Code as amended to in clude on line li bel, vi o la tion of the anti-cy ber -
crime law and vi o la tion of Pres i den tial De cree 90, which deemed as un law ful the ru mor-
mon ger ing and spread ing of false in for ma tion,” re ported Inquirer.net on Aug. 12, 2021.
In the Covid-19 pub lic health cri sis, cit i zens and gov ern ments grap ple with an equally vir -
u lent con ta gion, the spread of false in for ma tion in the in fo demic.
Ac cord ing to dic tionary.com, the in fo demic “spread like never be fore in 2020,” the �rst
year of the Covid-19 pan demic.
Dic tionary.com points out that “mis in for ma tion” be came the “word of the year” in 2018
be cause, even be fore the Covid-19 pan demic, the spread of in for ma tion, es pe cially when
false, ap prox i mates the speed and man ner that a virus spreads in a sys tem, caus ing con -
cern among in di vid u als, gov ern ments and civil so ci ety.
The “weaponiza tion” of mis in for ma tion for ma li cious or crim i nal pur poses be comes dis -
in for ma tion.
While spread ing wrong in for ma tion may be mo ti vated by di verse rea sons, know ingly
spread ing false in for ma tion re veals the source or sender’s mal ice in ma nip u lat ing the re -
cip i ent or re ceiver’s ig no rance, lack of crit i cal think ing, or pas siv ity to ex ploit an ad van -
tage or cause harm to a rep u ta tion or life.
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In the pan demic, the �ght against dis in for ma tion is sim i lar to tak ing on the hy dra, the
myth i cal mon ster whose many heads, when cut o�, sprouted two for every ser pent-head
that was sev ered.
En hanc ing one’s me dia lit er acy helps in curb ing mis in for ma tion. Dis in for ma tion cre ates
as much harm as the virus, with the spread ing of “con spir acy the o ries, pro pa ganda, deep -
fakes, fake news, hoaxes, frauds, Pho to shops and scams” poi son ing peo ple against
vaccination.
Due to his rel a tives’ di�  culty in get ting a phone sig nal in the up land barangay of
Guadalupe in the south west ern town of Ale gria in Cebu, Berto, work ing in Cavite, talks
with his broth ers only when the lat ter are in the Pobla cion to meet with buy ers of their
farm pro duce.
In a re cent phone con ver sa tion with a brother, Berto learned that many of their rel a tives
and neigh bors were stay ing away from be ing vac ci nated be cause the sto ries cir cu lat ing
among them was that those who had been vac ci nated were fall ing sick and dy ing.
Based on health author i ties’ data, the virus, not the vac cine, is the cause be hind the deaths.
Ac cord ing to Jerra Mae J. Li brea’s re port in SunS tar Cebu on Aug. 19, 39 Covid-19 deaths
were mon i tored by the Cebu City Emer gency Op er a tions Cen ter in 15 moun tain barangays
dur ing the �rst 18 days of Au gust 2021. All the fa tal i ties were un vac ci nated.
Her cules’s �ght against the hy dra re minds stakeholders that a sin gle e� ort will not win
the �ght against mis in for ma tion and dis in for ma tion. Yet, be ing re spon si ble in par tic i pat -
ing in tech nol ogy-boosted com mu ni ca tion helps to turn the tide of the in fo demic to fa vor
the peo ple’s welfare.




