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— The search for the ori gins of the COVID-19 pan demic that has killed mil lions and crip -
pled economies is at a stand still even as time is run ning out, sci en tists charged with the
task by the U.N. warned Wed nes day.
An ini tial re port by the team of in de pen dent, in ter na tional ex perts sent to China by the
World Health Or ga ni za tion in Jan uary con cluded that it was most likely that the SARS-
CoV-2 virus jumped from bats to hu mans via an in ter me di ate an i mal.
A com pet ing hy poth e sis that the virus some how leaked from a lab, like the spe cial ized vi -
rol ogy lab o ra tory in Wuhan, was deemed “ex tremely un likely.”
But in a com ment in the jour nal Na ture, 11 of the 17 sci en tists on that mis sion said it was
only in tended as a “�rst step in a process that has stalled.”
“The search for the ori gins of SARS-CoV-2 is at a crit i cal junc ture,” they wrote.
“The win dow of op por tu nity for con duct ing this cru cial en quiry is clos ing fast.”
Trac ing the bi o log i cal trail back to the ear li est pock ets of the disease, which �rst sur faced
in Wuhan in late 2019, be comes more di�  cult as ev i dence dis ap pears or be comes cor -
rupted.
The state ment comes less than two weeks af ter the WHO, in a bid to re vive the probe,
urged China to hand over in for ma tion on the ear li est COVID-19 cases.
This should in clude COVID-19 data for 174 in fec tions iden ti �ed in De cem ber 2019 that
China failed to share dur ing the ini tial in ves ti ga tion, the ex perts said.
The in ves ti ga tors said “it was agreed” at the time that a sec ond phase of re search would
�ll in this gap.
But China pushed back against the WHO re quest ear lier this month, say ing the Jan uary in -
ves ti ga tion should su� ce and that calls for fur ther data were mo ti vated by pol i tics, not
sci ence.
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