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Chil dren rarely be come se verely ill with COVID-19 but they can su� er lin ger ing symp toms,
and the study is one of the largest of its kind on how com mon so-called long COVID is in the
age group.
The study, led by Univer sity Col lege London and Pub lic
Health Eng land, found that 11to 17-year-olds who tested pos i tive for the virus were twice as
likely to re port three or more symp toms 15 weeks later than those who had tested neg a tive.
PCR tests
Re searchers sur veyed 3,065 11- to 17-year-olds in Eng land who had pos i tive re sults in a PCR
test be tween Jan uary and March, and a con trol group of 3,739 11- to 17-year-olds who tested
neg a tive over the same pe riod.
Among those who tested pos i tive, 14 per cent re ported three or more symp toms such as un -
usual tired ness or headaches 15 weeks later, com pared with 7 per cent re port ing symp toms by
that time among the con trol group.
The re searchers said that while the �nd ings sug gested as many as 32,000 teenagers might
have had mul ti ple symp toms linked to COVID-19 after 15 weeks, the preva lence of long COVID
in the age group was lower than some had feared last year.
Not enough data
“Over all, it’s bet ter than peo ple would’ve guessed back in De cem ber,” pro fes sor Ter ence
Stephen son of the UCL Great Or mond Street In sti tute of Child Health, told re porters.
The �nd ings were a pre print which had not been peer-re viewed. The au thors said that any
de ci sion to ex tend vac ci na tion to 12- to 15-year-olds in Bri tain was un likely to be based on
this study as there was not enough data on whether vac ci na tion pro tects against long COVID.
“We are get ting in creas ing ev i dence on the safety of the vac cine in the 12- to 15-yearolds and
that’s more likely to be taken into con sid er a tion,” Liz Whit taker, a pe di a tri cian at Im pe rial
Col lege London, told re porters.
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LONDON— As many as one in seven chil dren may have symp toms linked to the coro n avirus 
months after test ing pos i tive for COVID-19, the au thors of an English study on long COVID in 
ado les cents said on Wed nes day.
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