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KUALA LUMPUR: Since the start of the Covid-19 pan demic in March last year, clus ters linked to
the work place have been the chief con trib u tors to the hike in cases in Malaysia.

In fact, the Min istry of Health (MoH) has re ported that to date, work place clus ters com prised
53.2 per cent or 1,549 of the to tal num ber of clus ters recorded na tion wide.
Lo cal re searchers have iden ti �ed work places, es pe cially in en closed build ings, as hav ing a high
risk of be ing a hive of vi ral in fec tions, in clud ing Covid-19.
This is be cause stud ies have shown that SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes the deadly Covid-19,
can spread through the air.
Even the World Health Or gan i sa tion (WHO) has warned about the high risk of Covid-19 trans -
mis sions in in door spa ces with poor ven ti la tion sys tems.
Stud ies by lo cal re searchers have re vealed that the Covid-19 virus can re main sus pended in the
air for up to eight hours in in door spa ces with out proper ven ti la tion and can spread as far as six
me tres in aerosol par ti cles.
One of the stud ies, con ducted over April and May last year by Univer siti Ke bangsaan Malaysia
(UKM) aca demics and led by Depart ment of Earth Sci ence and En vi ron ment se nior lec turer As -
so ciate Prof Dr Mohd Shahrul Mohd Nadzir, found that en closed spa ces with air-con di tion ing
op er a tions that re cy cle the same air can fa cil i tate the trans mis sion of the virus in the air via
aerosols.
An other study, car ried out be tween Au gust and Oc to ber 2020 by Univer siti Tuanku Ab dul
Rahman (Utar) in door air sim u la tion ex pert As so ciate Prof Dr Bernard Saw Lip Huat and
Univer siti Malaya tox i col o gist As so ciate Prof Dr Leo Bey Fen, found that the Covid-19 virus par -
ti cles can re main in the air for over eight hours which makes it di�  cult to con trol trans mis -
sions.
“This is why it is very im por tant to have good ven ti la tion – win dows at home and in the o� ce
should be left open to al low fresh air to �ow in.
“How ever, in the case of o� ces and fac to ries sit u ated in en closed spa ces where the win dows
can not be opened, the proper main te nance of their air con di tion ing and ven ti la tion sys tem is
cru cial,” Mohd Shahrul told Ber nama.
He said the prob a bil ity of trig ger ing a Covid-19 clus ter is high in a work place bereft of good
ven ti la tion and a well-main tained air-con di tion ing sys tem if one of the em ploy ees hap pen to
be Covid-19 pos i tive as he/she can spread the virus to oth ers through the air.
The �nd ings of the lo cal re searchers con cerned, which were pub lished in the in ter na tional sci -
en ti�c jour nal Na ture Sci en ti�c Re ports in Jan uary this year, need to be viewed se ri ously due to
ex ist ing statis tics point ing to work places as prime Covid-19 hotspots.
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