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An or phan age in Que zon City has been hit by a COVID-19 out break, with 122 peo ple, in -
clud ing childen aged 18 and be low, con tract ing the coro n avirus.
Ninety-nine mi nors and 23 other peo ple at Gen tle Hands Or phan age in Barangay Bagum -
buhay have tested pos i tive for COVID-19, Mayor Joy Bel monte an nounced yes ter day.
The man age ment of Gen tle Hands said they have yet to iden tify the car rier of the virus that
caused the out break.
The or phan age as sured the pub lic that the pa tients in the care fa cil ity have vary ing symp -
toms of the dis ease and are ex hibit ing man age able con di tions.
“Gen tle Hands is equipped to treat the pa tients. We have sev eral doc tors and med i cal pro -
fes sion als co or di nat ing with us. No body is su� er ing from res pi ra tory dis tress,” Char ity
Gra�, the or phan age’s ex ec u tive di rec tor, said in a state ment.
Que zon City’s chief epi demi ol o gist Dr. Rolando Cruz said an asymp to matic car rier sup pos -
edly vis ited the or phan age and “un know ingly spread the virus,” which Bel monte said
could have been pre vented. The or phan age de nied this. “It is not true that an asymp to -
matic vis i tor spread the virus. We have not re ceived any vis i tors be cause some of the chil -
dren are im muno com pro mised. We have pro hib ited non-mem bers of the sta� from go ing
inside the fa cil ity,” Gra� said.
Cruz said the or phan age has 163 res i dents. Of the num ber, 163 were tested for COVID-19.
Swab re sults showed that 25 tested neg a tive while 118 tested pos i tive for the virus. Of the
pos i tive in di vid u als, 86 man i fested symp toms and 32 are asymp to matic.
The four in dex cases brought to 122 the to tal pos i tive COVID-19 cases, Cruz said.
He said three em ploy ees of the or phan age re port edly went out of the fa cil ity on Aug. 13 to
get vac ci nated.
Af ter six days, Cruz said one of the chil dren man i fested symp toms of the virus.
Bel monte urged pri vate es tab lish ments and fa cil i ties to strictly im ple ment health pro to -
cols to pre vent out breaks of COVID-19.
Bel monte in structed the city epidemiology and sur veil lance unit to mon i tor the health of
the chil dren in the or phan age.
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