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The Que zon City gov ern ment on Thurs day ap pealed to the Philip pine Sta tis tics Au thor ity
(PSA) to val i date its 2020 cen sus af ter the agency re ported that the city’s pop u la tion grew
by only 23,932 from 2015 up to last year.
Mayor Joy Bel monte claimed that the re sult of this cen sus was “very im pos si ble.” She
asked how it could have hap pened, point ing out that the pop u la tion is so far re moved from
that gath ered by the Civil Reg istry De part ment.
She was re fer ring to the 2020 cen sus by the PSA, where it was in di cated that the city’s
pop u la tion in creased by just 23,932 or 0.17 per cent “an nu ally” from 2,936,116 to
2,960,048 in a �ve-year span.
Bel monte stressed that the said data was far from the 2015 pro jec tions for 2020 by statis ti -
cians that the city’s pop u la tion will in crease by 1.17 per cent per year or to 3.112 mil lion.
Based on lat est records from the City Civil Reg istry De part ment, Bel monte said there were
333,468 reg is tered births and 115,810 deaths from 2015 to 2020.
Bel monte told the PSA: “Even if you sub tract the deaths, we have a di� er ence of more than
200,000. So the big ques tion here is, where did PSA get their num bers?”
“There has been no mass ex o dus of QCi ti zen’s from our city in the last �ve years as far as
we know,” she added.
She un der scored the need for ac cu racy, say ing the num bers pre sented by the PSA are not
merely sta tis tics, but will ul ti mately im pact the ser vices that the city pro vides to its cit i -
zens, es pe cially when it comes to � nan cial as sis tance pro vided by the na tional gov ern -
ment.
“Pity the small barangays and their res i dents. Their funds will be re duced but the truth is
that they are very much in the com mu nity,” she said.
Bel monte called on PSA eval u a tors to closely co or di nate with barangay o�  cials af ter the
agency re ported that some barangays lost a sig ni�  cant por tion or be tween 30 to 54 per cent
of their pop u la tion.
“The build ings and houses are still there and there are on go ing con struc tions. Where did
the man go? Un re al is tic that up to 54 per cent of the pop u la tion van ished. And this hap -
pened in not just one barangay but mul ti ple barangays, ” Bel monte said.
It was also re ported that barangays were not aware that the eval u a tion had al ready been
com pleted while some city o�  cials at tested that their places of res i dence weren’t sur -
veyed.
Bel monte called on mem bers of Congress to help the city get to the bot tom of this mys tery.
“We hope this dis ser vice to the peo ple of the city be given im me di ate at ten tion,” Bel monte
said.
The build ings and houses are still there and there are on go ing con struc tions. Where did
the man go? Un re al is tic that up to 54 per cent of the pop u la tion van ished. And this hap -
pened in not just one barangay but mul ti ple barangays.
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