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Que zon City law mak ers yes ter day sought a con gres sional in quiry on the ques tion able 2020
cen sus of the Philip pine Sta tis tics Au thor ity (PSA) that showed a sig ni�  cant drop in the
city’s pop u la tion growth rate in the past �ve years.
Que zon City Reps. Bong Sun tay of Dis trict 4, Al fred Var gas of Dis trict 5 and Kit Bel monte of
Dis trict 6 �led a res o lu tion seek ing an in ves ti ga tion in aid of leg is la tion on the PSA cen sus
in the city that they said has “man i fest er rors” that could “un justly de prive cit i zens of the
city of much-needed gov ern ment re sources.”
The law mak ers agreed with Mayor Joy Bel monte that the data, un less cor rected, will have
an im pact on so cial ser vices given to the big gest and most pop u lous city in the Na tional
Cap i tal Re gion.
“These anoma lous data in ter pre ta tions have strong and con cern ing im pli ca tions to Que -
zon City, al low ing for po ten tial ad verse im pacts on the de liv ery of ser vices, es pe cially on
the city’s pan demic re sponse, such as the vac cine al lot ment from na tional gov ern ment
agen cies, the pro vi sion of � nan cial as sis tance un der the So cial Ame lio ra tion Pro gram and
the distri bu tion of ayuda from the city gov ern ment,” they pointed out.
The con gress men branded as a “clear im prob a bil ity” the drop in av er age pop u la tion
growth rate in the city from 1.8 per cent in the past two decades to only 0.17 per cent in the
last �ve years, or a pop u la tion growth of only 23,932 from 2,936,116 in 2015 to 2,960,048
in 2020.
Cit ing data from the city’s civil reg istry, which showed 300,000 births and around only
100,000 deaths in the past �ve years and in di cated an in crease of at least 6.8 per cent in the
pop u la tion cen sus, they said the pop u la tion of Que zon City should have al ready reached
over three mil lion as of last year.
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