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Que zon City has placed two con vents on “spe cial con cern lock down” after 136 nuns, res i -
dents and sta� were in fected with COVID-19. The out breaks were de tected at the Con vent
of the Holy Spirit in Barangay Im mac u late Con cep cion and at the Re li gious of the Vir gin
Mary Con vent in Cubao. The lo cal govern ment is do ing an in ven tory of all closed-set ting
fa cil i ties in the city.

A week after a COVID-19 out break in an or phan age in Que zon City, health au thor i ties from
the city govern ment on Wed nes day said 136 in di vid u als have tested pos i tive for the virus in
two con vents.
At the Con vent of the Holy Spirit in Barangay Im mac u late Con cep cion, 22 of its 90 res i -
dents were in fected, while 50 sta� mem bers and 64 nuns, or a to tal of 114 in di vid u als, also
tested pos i tive for COVID-19 at the Re li gious of the Vir gin Mary Con vent (RVMC) in Cubao.
The city govern ment said it was still in ves ti gat ing the out breaks and the two con vents
have been placed un der spe cial con cern lock down.
City health o�  cials said none of the nuns at RVMC were vac ci nated be cause they had their
sched ule can celed. The sta� were fully vac ci nated.
Dr. Rolando Cruz, chief of Que zon City Epi demi ol ogy and Dis ease Sur veil lance Unit (Cesu),
said the city govern ment dis cov ered the out breaks after re ceiv ing a sur veil lance re port
from an ex ter nal test ing lab o ra tory.
Cruz said they were also in ves ti gat ing if any of the pa tients in RVMC had close con tact with
any one out side of the fa cil ity.
Last week, a to tal of 122 peo ple, in clud ing 99 chil dren age 18 and be low, tested pos i tive for
the virus at Gen tle Hands Or phan age in Barangay Bagum buhay.
Surge pre ven tion
Fol low ing these in ci dents, the city govern ment said Mayor Joy Bel monte has di rected the
Cesu to make an in ven tory of all closed-set ting fa cil i ties in the city, in clud ing con vents,
nurs ing homes, homes for the aged and re ha bil i ta tion cen ters.
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On the �rst day of the pi lot im ple men ta tion of gran u lar lock downs and the new alert level
sys tem of quar an tine in Metro Manila on Thurs day, the Health care Pro fes sion als Al liance
Against COVID-19 (HPAAC) said the new clas si � ca tion sys tem did not re �ect the true na -
ture of the pan demic on the ground.
The HPAAC called on the govern ment to “ac knowl edge and ad dress the in ad e qua cies of
our data re port ing sys tem that forms the ba sis for the alert lev els.”
The HPAAC also op posed the de ci sion to put NCR un der alert level 4, which the group said
en tailed lighter quar an tine re stric tions than MECQ.
“This comes at a time when we face the worst surge of COVID-19 cases in the Philip pines,”
the group said.
In stead of fo cus ing their en er gies on the ever-chang ing lex i con of quar an tine clas si � ca -
tions, the HPAAC urged the govern ment to re di rect its en er gies on pre vent ing fu ture
surges.
New cases
In par tic u lar, the HPAAC said the govern ment should en force an in te grated dig i tal con tact
trac ing; in creased test ing; ap pro pri ate com pen sa tion and recog ni tion for health-care
work ers; distri bu tion of cash aid to the poor; en hanced vac ci na tion; bet ter co or di na tion
be tween fa cil i ties and govern ment units, and im proved air cir cu la tion in all fa cil i ties.
The group also made an ap peal to the public to limit mo bil ity in an e� ort to help health care
work ers.
On Thurs day, the Depart ment of Health (DOH) recorded 21,261 new COVID-19 cases,
bring ing the to tal in the coun try to 2,304,192.
In its daily case bul letin, the DOH said there were now 177,946 ac tive cases, or cur rently
sick in di vid u als, with the ma jor ity, or 86.1 per cent, mild, 0.6 per cent in crit i cal con di tion
and 1.4 per cent se vere.
Pos i tiv ity rate
Mean while, the pos i tiv ity rate re mained high at 27 per cent. This means that of the 74,149
in di vid u als tested on Tues day, more than one in four tested pos i tive for the virus. The
coun try’s pos i tiv ity rate is well above the World Health Or ga ni za tion’s rec om men da tion to
keep the pos i tiv ity level be low 5 per cent to en sure that trans mis sion is con tained.
The DOH on Thurs day also said an other 13,644 pa tients have re cov ered, bring ing the to tal
num ber of sur vivors to 2,090,228. How ever, an other 277 in di vid u als suc cumbed to the
dis ease, push ing the death toll to 36,018.
The same case bul letin noted that 77 per cent of all ICU beds and 73 per cent of all COVID-19
ward beds in the coun try were oc cu pied, while 68 per cent of all iso la tion beds and 57 per -
cent of all me chan i cal ven ti la tors were in use.
Two labs were unable to sub mit their data on time on Thurs day, while 174 cases pre vi ously
tagged as re cov er ies were re clas si �ed as deaths fol low ing � nal val i da tion, the DOH said.


