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A new �n ger-prick test is be ing de vel oped to mea sure im mu nity to COVID-19 and in di cate
the need for a booster shot.
In less than 20 min utes, the COVID-19 NAb-Test shows the level of im mu nity present in
in di vid u als by ac cu rately mea sur ing the level of neu tral is ing an ti bod ies to COVID-19.
The new tech nol ogy, be ing de vel oped by the Bur net In sti tute and Do herty In sti tute with
fund ing from the Vic to rian Gov ern ment, will also be able to pre dict a per son’s im mu nity to
new and emerg ing variants of COVID-19.
Neu tral is ing an ti bod ies are a key mea sure of im mu nity to COVID-19 and are part of the
body’s natural im mune re sponse that is trig gered by ei ther prior in fec tion or vac ci na tion
against the virus.
The test has taken less than 12 months to get to the pro to type stage.
“This work is tes ta ment to the world-class re search skills and ex per tise we have in Vic to -
ria and will give us bet ter un der stand ing of the coro n avirus and help in our �ght against
it,” Med i cal Re search and Dig i tal Econ omy Min is ter Jaala Pul ford said.
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