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MANILA — The Delta variant of Sars-CoV-2, the virus that causes the coronavirus disease
2019 (Covid-19), is now the most common lineage among sequenced samples in the
Philippines, Department of Health (DOH) Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire said
Monday, September 20, 2021.

Vergeire said that on September 18, 319 new Delta cases, nine Beta and 13 Alpha were de-
tected.

This brought the country’s total Delta cases to 3,027, or 24.16 percent of the 12,773 sam-
ples sequenced.

“This variant is now the most common lineage among sequenced samples as of the latest
whole genome sequencing run,” Vergeire said in a press conference.

A total of 2,734 Beta cases and 2,461 Alpha have so far been detected in the country.

“Since the detection of the first local Delta variant case was collected in May, an increase in
the proportion of Delta variant cases were seen for the succeeding months,” she said.
“The increased proportion of these variants can be attributed to their increase transmissi-
bility; however, sampling methodology also affects these proportions as samples from
target areas are prioritized more,” she added.

The DOH said that as of September 19, there were a total of 178,196 active Covid-19 cases
in the Philippines, and so far, a total of 2,366,749 Covid-19 cases have been recorded in the
country.

Of the confirmed cases, 36,788 have died and 2,151,765 have recovered.

Vergeire said the number of deaths was increasing due to the spike in the number of con-
firmed cases.

She said the National Capital Region (NCR) plus areas, which include Cavite, Laguna, Rizal
and Quezon, reported a slight downward trend in cases, while the rest of Luzon is at a con-
tinuous uptrend. Mindanao and Visayas were plateauing.

https://www.pressreader.com/philippines/sunstar-davao/20210921/page/4 11


Public User
Highlight


