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MANILA – The Delta vari ant of Sars-CoV-2, the virus that causes the coro n avirus dis ease 
2019 (Covid-19), is now the most com mon lin eage among se quenced sam ples in the 
Philip pines, De part ment of Health (DOH) Un der sec re tary Maria Rosario Vergeire said 
Mon day, Septem ber 20, 2021.
Vergeire said that on Septem ber 18, 319 new Delta cases, nine Beta and 13 Al pha were de -
tected.
This brought the coun try’s to tal Delta cases to 3,027, or 24.16 per cent of the 12,773 sam -
ples se quenced.
“This vari ant is now the most com mon lin eage among se quenced sam ples as of the lat est 
whole genome se quenc ing run,” Vergeire said in a press con fer ence.
A to tal of 2,734 Beta cases and 2,461 Al pha have so far been de tected in the coun try.
“Since the de tec tion of the �rst lo cal Delta vari ant case was col lected in May, an in crease in 
the pro por tion of Delta vari ant cases were seen for the suc ceed ing months,” she said.
“The in creased pro por tion of these vari ants can be at trib uted to their in crease trans mis si -
bil ity; how ever, sam pling method ol ogy also a� ects these pro por tions as sam ples from 
tar get ar eas are pri or i tized more,” she added.
The DOH said that as of Septem ber 19, there were a to tal of 178,196 ac tive Covid-19 cases 
in the Philip pines, and so far, a to tal of 2,366,749 Covid-19 cases have been recorded in the 
coun try.
Of the con �rmed cases, 36,788 have died and 2,151,765 have re cov ered.
Vergeire said the num ber of deaths was in creas ing due to the spike in the num ber of con -
�rmed cases.
She said the Na tional Cap i tal Re gion (NCR) plus ar eas, which in clude Cavite, La guna, Rizal 
and Que zon, re ported a slight down ward trend in cases, while the rest of Lu zon is at a con -
tin u ous up trend. Min danao and Visayas were plateau ing.
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