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Eight of the 62 nuns who tested pos it ive for COVID-19 in the Reli gious of the Vir gin Mary
(RVM) Con vent in Quezon City had suc cumbed to the dis ease, the con greg a tion’s spokes -
per son said on Wed nes day.
In a report by Radyo Ver itas, RVM spokes per son Sis ter Ma. Ani cia Co said the eight nuns
were 80 to 90 years old.
The reli gious com pound was locked down on Sept. 14 after the nuns and 52 other sta� con -
trac ted the virus.
“The per son nel are still young so they are on the road to recov ery. Some sis ters are mov ing
from symp to matic to asymp to matic,” Co said.
She asked for pray ers for the con greg a tion’s sis ters who were still recov er ing.
“May God grant strength to our other sis ters in the com pound to con tinue serving the
a�ected com munit ies,” Co added.
The Quezon City gov ern ment earlier said that none of the nuns at the con vent were vac cin -
ated because they had their sched ule can celed.
However, Co said RVM had the �rst round of vac cin a tion for its sis ters in May and June,
fol lowed by the second round in July, but the eight nuns who died of COVID-19 were not
vac cin ated because they were already bedrid den.
Too late
“It was not the decision of the RVM con greg a tion, nor the lead ers nor the sis ter admin is -
trator of the St. Joseph Home that they would not be vac cin ated. The sis ter admin is trator
actu ally fol lowed up later for their vac cin a tion but it did not come soon,” Co explained.
Within two weeks, the city gov ern ment has placed under lock down four reli gious com -
pounds in Quezon City, includ ing the RVM Con vent, due to repor ted COVID-19 out breaks
in their facil it ies.
It iden ti �ed the oth ers as the Christ the King Mis sion Sem in ary, the Con vent of the Holy
Spirit and the Stella Maris Con vent.
In Christ the King, the city gov ern ment said a priest, who was one of two index cases
recor ded in the sem in ary on Sept. 3, died of COVID-19.
There were 25 of the facil ity’s 59 res id ents—nine priests and 16 employ ees—who tested
pos it ive for the virus, with 11 recov er ies as of Sept. 18, accord ing to the city’s epi demi ology
and dis ease sur veil lance unit.
The local gov ern ment is mak ing an invent ory of all closed-set ting facil it ies in the city,
includ ing con vents, nurs ing homes, homes for the aged and rehab il it a tion cen ters, and is
craft ing guidelines on vent il a tion in build ings and work places to pre vent COVID-19 out -
breaks.
New cases
Mean while, the Depart ment of Health (DOH) on Wed nes day said it recor ded 15,592 new
COVID-19 infec tions, bring ing the total case count in the coun try to 2,417,419.
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The lower num ber of new cases could be due to the lower test ing out put of only 53,349 last
Monday com pared to the 73,904 daily aver age for the last seven days, the DOH said.
Four labor at or ies failed to sub mit their data on time, while 89 duplic ate cases were
removed from the total case tally.
In its daily case bul letin, the DOH said there remained 162,580 act ive cases or cur rently
sick indi vidu als, of which 92 per cent were mild cases, 0.7 per cent in crit ical con di tion and
1.5 per cent severe cases.
The pos it iv ity rate was at 24.9 per cent, mean ing nearly one in four of the 53,349 tested on
Monday was pos it ive for the virus.
The DOH also said another 24,059 patients have recovered, bring ing the total sur viv ors to
2,217,611. However, another 154 have also died, push ing the death toll to 37,228.
Declin ing num bers
The health depart ment said 78 per cent of all beds in the intens ive care unit (ICU) and 72
per cent of all ward beds were cur rently occu pied, while 67 per cent of all isol a tion beds and
57 per cent of all mech an ical vent il at ors were in use.
The DOH also said another 89 cases pre vi ously tagged as recov er ies were reclas si �ed as
deaths fol low ing �nal val id a tion.
Inde pend ent pan demic mon itor OCTA Research Group fel low Guido David on Wed nes day
also noted that the COVID-19 repro duc tion rate in the National Cap ital Region (NCR) has
gone down to 1.03 for the period Sept. 15-21, down from the 1.11 repor ted on Tues day, and
1.22 a week ago.
The repro duc tion num ber refers to the num ber of people that a per son pos it ive for
COVID-19 can infect.
David said that the oneweek growth rate in the NCR was like wise at neg at ive 18 per cent.
Earlier, David said in a forum that he was very optim istic that the Phil ip pines was at the
end game of the Delta vari ant since cases were start ing to decrease.
In its latest mon it or ing report, OCTA also said that Isa bela, Cagayan and Benguet were
provinces of con cern as these had areas with the most num ber of new cases from
Sept. 15 to 21.
In its Wed nes day update, the group said Isa bela exper i enced a 158-per cent growth rate in
cases, while Benguet had 29 per cent.
While Cagayan had a neg at ive 1 per cent growth rate, its aver age daly attack rate—or the
num ber of new daily cases for every 100,000 pop u la tion—was at 37.79 per cent. This,
coupled with the province’s 87 per cent hos pital and ICU bed usage, promp ted the group to
include it in the list of areas of con cern.


