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Four re li gious com pounds in Que zon City have been placed un der “spe cial con cern lock -
down” due to re cent COVID-19 out breaks, with a priest suc cumb ing to the dis ease.
The Que zon City gov ern ment on Tues day iden ti �ed the fa cil i ties as the Christ the King
Mis sion Sem i nary, the Con vent of the Holy Spirit, the Re li gious of the Vir gin Mary Con vent
(RVMC) and the Stella Maris Con vent.
In Christ the King, 25 of the fa cil ity’s 59 res i dents tested pos i tive for the virus, with 11 re -
cov er ies as of Sept. 18, ac cord ing to the city’s epi demi ol ogy and dis ease sur veil lance unit.
The to tal cases in cluded nine priests and 16 em ploy ees.
The city gov ern ment said a priest, who was one of two in dex cases that were recorded in
the sem i nary on Sept. 3, died of COVID-19.
Two build ings in the sem i nary, Villa Cristo Rey and Fin in man, were locked down on Sept.
18.
City health o�  cials said none of the nuns at RVMC, where 50 sta� members and 64 sis ters
tested pos i tive for COVID-19, were vac ci nated be cause they had their sched ule can celed.
The sta� were fully vac ci nated.
The Que zon City gov ern ment said it was now craft ing guide lines on ven ti la tion in build -
ings and work places, in clud ing long-term care fa cil i ties, to pre vent COVID-19 out breaks.
The guide lines were be ing pre pared by the city ar chi tect with the build ing o�  cial and
engi neer ing de part ments, ac cord ing to the city gov ern ment.
Se ries of out breaks
“We will send these guide lines to build ing ad min is tra tors in the city so they will learn how
to bet ter retro�t their fa cil i ties and make these more re sis tant to virus trans mis sion,”
Que zon City Mayor Joy Bel monte said.
Within two weeks, the city gov ern ment grap pled with clus ter ing of in fec tions in closed fa -
cil i ties, in clud ing two con vents where 136 in di vid u als tested pos i tive for the virus.
RVMC was locked down on Sept. 14, and the Con vent of the Holy Spirit on Sept. 15.
The out breaks in these con vents were pre ceded by the re ported in fec tions among 143 in di -
vid u als in an or phan age in Barangay Bagum buhay.
The city gov ern ment re ported that all of the 122 COVID-19 pa tients, in clud ing 99 chil dren,
at the Gen tle Hands Or phan age were asymp to matic or have re cov ered from the virus as of
Mon day.
Bel monte had ear lier di rected the city’s Epi demi ol ogy and Dis ease Sur veil lance Unit to
make an in ven tory of all closed-set ting fa cil i ties in the city, in clud ing con vents, nurs ing
homes, homes for the aged and re ha bil i ta tion cen ters.
New cases
Mean time, the Depart ment of Health (DOH) on Tues day said it logged 16,631 new COVID-
19 in fec tions, bring ing the coun try’s to tal case count to 2,401,916 cases. Tues day’s case
tally was the low est since Sept. 1, when there were 14,216 cases recorded.
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How ever, in its daily case bul letin, the DOH said the lower-than-usual case tally was due
to the fewer lab o ra tory out put last Sun day, adding that cases might still rise in the com ing
days.
The same case bul letin showed that there were now 171,142 ac tive cases or cur rently sick
in di vid u als, of which 92.4 per cent were mild cases, 2.8 per cent asymp to matic, 0.6 per cent
in crit i cal con di tion, 1.4 per cent se vere cases and 2.69 per cent moder ate cases.
The pos i tiv ity rate also re mained high at 27 per cent. This means that of the 48,262 tested
on Sun day, more than one in four tested pos i tive for the virus.
The DOH also said an other 21,974 have re cov ered from the ill ness, which brought the to tal
num ber of re cov er ies to 2,193,700. How ever, an other 140 also died, bring ing the death toll
to 37,074.
The health depart ment added that 78 per cent of all beds in the in ten sive care units and 73
per cent of all COVID-19 ward beds were oc cu pied, while 67 per cent of all iso la tion beds and
58 per cent of all me chan i cal ven ti la tors were in use.
Four lab o ra to ries were not able to sub mit their data on time, while 61 du pli cate cases were
re moved from the to tal case count, the DOH said. An other 60 cases pre vi ously tagged as
re cov er ies were re clas si �ed as deaths fol low ing � nal val i da tion.
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