Mobile health trucks deployed in QC
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THE spread of Covid-19 is still the primary concern of the health sector, but this does not mean that
major and minor operations have been placed on hold. Because of this, there is still a steady need for
blood transfusions. However, it has become more difficult for donors to go to blood banks due to fear of
infection from the virus.

Quezon City Fourth District Councilor Hero Bautista aims to address this issue with the deployment of
the first mobile health trucks. More than just blood collection, the health trucks also provide free swab
tests for residents, hitting two birds with one stone. The truck is manned by one doctor and two nurses,
and during its first rounds in San Vicente and San Isidro Galas barangay (villages), over 200 people
donated blood and had themselves swabbed for Covid-19. Resident Rowena Roxas welcomed the free
swab test, saying “Laking tulong po ay libre, sa Red Cross, P2500 ang swab test.( This is a big help to
us because it is free. At the Red Cross, a swab test cost P 2,500).” The LGU has partnered with St.
Luke’s, Quezon City with the help of Dugong Alay, Dugtong Buhay led by President Nap Marilag for the
donation of the blood collected. “We needed to do this and we are very thankful to the barangays that
supported the initiative,” Councilor Bautista shared.
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