
Quezon City Mayor Joy Bel monte yes ter day asked res id ents to report incid ents of rape and
domestic abuse after the local police repor ted an increase in cases of viol ence against women
and chil dren (VAWC).
In a report presen ted dur ing a local peace and order coun cil meet ing, the Quezon City Police
Dis trict (QCPD) repor ted a 66.67 per cent increase in VAWC cases and 21.54 per cent increase in
rape cases dur ing the �rst eight months of 2021 com pared to the same period last year.
QCPD dir ector Brig. Gen. Ant o nio Yarra said VAWC cases were com prised mostly of phys ical
abuse, fol lowed by psy cho lo gical, eco nomic and sexual abuses.
Police attrib uted the surge in VAWC cases to eco nomic struggles and mobil ity restric tions due
to the pan demic, which have forced fam il ies, includ ing chil dren, to stay at home.
“We have launched a cam paign to make women aware of their rights and make them advoc -
ates so they will be encour aged to report abuses,” Yarra said.
Bel monte had ordered the QCPD, the city’s Pro tec tion Cen ter as well as Gender and Devel op -
ment O�ce to act swiftly on reports about VAWC and other gender-based abuses.
She urged vic tims and their rel at ives to report such abuses to Hot line 122 or to the QCPD
women’s desk and barangay o� cials.
“The num ber of VAWC cases is alarm ing. We should not let this go unnoticed. Homes are con -
sidered safe spaces and these should remain safe from viol ence. We need to con vince the vic -
tims that there are people and insti tu tions that can pro tect them,” Bel monte said.
Together with the QCPD, city hall will launch a uni �ed inform a tion man age ment sys tem to
facil it ate the mon it or ing and hasten the invest ig a tion of VAWC incid ents.
Last year, the local gov ern ment reopened the QC Pro tec tion Cen ter for sur viv ors of gender-
based viol ence and abuse. The facil ity is a one-stop shop that provides coun sel ing, med ical
and legal assist ance to the vic tims.
The city gov ern ment has estab lished the Bahay Kan lun gan, a tem por ary shel ter where vic -
tims of abuse are given safe refuge.
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