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Adelina San tos-Rodrig uez, the �rst woman mayor of Quezon City, passed away last Sept.
30 at the age of 101.
Mayor Joy Bel monte yes ter day con �rmed the death of the former local chief exec ut ive,
whom she said paved the way for her and more women in the polit ical and civic arena.
Con sidered a strong yet com pas sion ate leader, San tos-Rodrig uez was the city’s sixth
mayor from 1976 to 1986.
She was appoin ted by then pres id ent Ferdin and Mar cos fol low ing the resig na tion of long-
time mayor Norberto Amor anto.
San tos-Rodrig uez pri or it ized health care and estab lished health cen ters across the city.
She was also pro gress ive in address ing the needs of many fam il ies by pro mot ing fam ily
plan ning and birth con trol.
Accord ing to Bel monte, the former mayor also focused on cul ture, arts and tour ism.
“To her, these con trib ute to strength en ing the city’s devel op ment. As a trib ute to the city’s
fore father, she instruc ted the install ment of the Manuel Quezon monu ment,” she said.
“Boost ing the local eco nomy was also one of her pri or it ies, espe cially for the bene �t of
mar gin al ized sec tors. She estab lished an eco nomic devel op ment coun cil to encour age
more busi nesses, jobs, invest ments and live li hood in the city,” Bel monte added.
In 2016, San tos-Rodrig uez was recog nized as the city’s Tan dang Sora awardee “for sus -
tain ing the sta bil ity and pro gress of the city even dur ing the mar tial law years and for pre -
serving the status of Quezon City as the then cap ital city of the Phil ip pines.”
Dur ing the cel eb ra tion of women’s month last year, the city also fea tured her as among the
Iconic Women of Quezon City.
“Ulti mately, bey ond her pub lic life, she will be remembered by her fam ily and friends for
her warmth and sin cer ity. We are blessed to have been part of her fruit ful 101 years,” Bel -
monte said.

The Philippine Star · 3 Oct 2021 · 7

10/4/21, 9:53 AM

First woman mayor of QC dies


