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The Quezon City gov ern ment is ready to imple ment the rol lout of the COVID-19 vac cin a -
tion pro gram for minors once it is approved by the national gov ern ment.
“All we’re wait ing for is the go-sig nal from the national gov ern ment and of course the
vac cines,” Mayor Joy Bel monte said dur ing an inter view with “The Chiefs” on One
News/TV 5 on Wed nes day night. “We have made a mas ter list and we’re ready to go.”
Bel monte had stressed the import ance of vac cin at ing chil dren to achieve pop u la tion pro -
tec tion against COVID-19, not ing that around 30 per cent of the city’s res id ents are minors.
City hall is closely work ing with private and pub lic schools for the pos sib il ity of put ting up
vac cin a tion sites in cam puses once the gov ern ment gives the green light to inocu late
minors.
Accord ing to the local gov ern ment, there are at least 267,000 stu dents aged 12 to 17
enrolled in schools in the city, although the num ber could be higher as sev eral stu dents did
not enroll dur ing the pan demic.
The Quezon City COVID-19 task force is also coordin at ing with barangay o� cials for the
list ing of out-of-school youth, homeschooled and those enrolled in schools out side the
city.
An online book ing sys tem will be activ ated once vac cin a tion for chil dren is allowed to
enable them to sched ule the date, time and venue of their inocu la tion.
As of yes ter day, the city gov ern ment had admin istered 3,212,273 COVID-19 vac cines,
includ ing 1.786 mil lion �rst doses and 1.425 mil lion second doses.
The num ber of �rst-dose recip i ents exceeded the ori ginal tar get of 1.7 mil lion to achieve
pop u la tion pro tec tion.
Bel monte noted the improv ing indic at ors on the over all COVID-19 situ ation in the city. But
she cau tioned against pro pos als to down grade the Alert Level 4 in Metro
Manila, say ing she would prefer to fol low the advice of the health experts.
“They advised that we should at least have two weeks of neg at ive growth rate prior to
chan ging alert levels,” she said. “We’ve had one, and another week they say would not
hurt, and that would ensure that this down ward trend is sus tained rather than just being a
�uke.”
QC top earn ing LGU
Mean while, the national gov ern ment has iden ti �ed Quezon City as the top local gov ern -
ment unit in terms of loc ally sourced rev en ues in 2019.
City treas urer Ed Vil lanueva said Quezon City col lec ted P16.95 bil lion in rev en ues in 2019,
top ping the list released by the Bur eau of Local Gov ern ment Fin ance of the Depart ment of
Fin ance.
Vil lanueva attrib uted the high rev enue col lec tion rate to the good gov ernance ini ti at ives
imple men ted by Bel monte.
“Mayor Bel monte’s good gov ernance is the key to this enorm ous suc cess, which earns the
unwaver ing sup port of busi nesses and the pub lic,” he said.
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Local rev en ues include real prop erty and busi ness taxes, as well as other tax and non-tax
rev en ues.
Since assum ing o�ce, Bel monte has imple men ted vari ous policies to encour age pay ment
of taxes, includ ing staggered pay ment schemes for under-declared and undeclared busi -
nesses.
“We would like to thank our tax pay ers for their sup port and trust to our admin is tra tion,”
Bel monte said. “We make sure that all taxes that we col lect are being used to expand our
ser vices for all QCit izens.”
Vil lanueva said he is optim istic that Quezon City would get the same recog ni tion for 2020
and 2021, adding that the local gov ern ment con tin ues to sur pass its own tax col lec tion tar -
get des pite the pan demic.


