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Quezon City Mayor Joy Bel monte assured res id ents that polit ics does not play a role in the 
declar a tion of spe cial con cern lock downs (SCLs) in response to the COVID-19 pan demic. 
“The lock down is not a polit ical act. It’s a decision of our city epi demi ology and sur veil -
lance unit (CESU),” she said in an inter view with “The Chiefs” on Cig nal TV’s One News on 
Wed nes day night.
“Here in Quezon City, the people can be assured that lock downs are all purely med ical 
inter ven tions to pre vent COVID-19,” she added.
Bel monte noted that politi cians do not inter fere with the decisions of the local health o� -
cials, say ing she does not even sign the let ter inform ing the Inter-Agency Task Force for 
the Man age ment of Emer ging Infec tious Dis eases.
“I assign the city admin is trator to do it because I do not want to be involved in any thing 
that has to do with the lock down, to pre vent any spec u la tions that this might be something 
that is polit ical,” she added.
The mayor was respond ing to a ques tion on the pos sib il ity that lock downs may be used to 
pre vent voters from tak ing part in next year’s elec tions.
Accord ing to her, the city has clear policies and guidelines to pre vent this from hap pen ing. 
Last month, she issued new guidelines on the pilot imple ment a tion of Alert Levels in the 
city, which included details on how the SCL sys tem would be imple men ted.
“The city may imple ment SCLs not only when vital to con tain COVID-19 out breaks, but 
also when pree mpt ively neces sary in areas with high risk of dis ease trans mis sion due to 
wide spread health pro tocol viol a tions and other rel ev ant factors,” it read.
“The city gov ern ment, in coordin a tion with the barangay con cerned, shall determ ine the 
pre cise area covered by each SCL on a case-to-case basis,” it added.
Forty-seven areas in Quezon City are cur rently under SCL, which is seen as an e�ect ive 
meas ure to pre vent fur ther trans mis sion of the virus. It cov ers only spe ci�c areas within 
com munit ies and not entire barangays.
All res id ents in areas under lock down undergo swab test ing, with the city gov ern ment 
provid ing food packs and other essen tial kits.
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