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The Quezon City local gov ern ment expressed its con dol ences to the fam ily and loved ones of
the late Adelina San tos-Rodrig uez, QC’s �rst female mayor, whose work paved the way for the
entry of more women in the polit ical and civic arenas.

Dur ing her dec ade-long stint at the city’s helm, she was con sidered to be a strong yet com pas -
sion ate leader.
She passed away on 30 Septem ber 2021. She was 101.
Rodrig uez was the QC’s sixth mayor who led the city from 1976 to 1986. Dur ing her dec ade-
long stint at the city’s helm, she was con sidered to be a strong yet com pas sion ate leader.
Rodrig uez pri or it ized health care and estab lished health cen ters across the city. She was also
pro gress ive in address ing the needs of many fam il ies by pro mot ing fam ily plan ning and birth
con trol.
She focused on arts and cul ture, and tour ism that strengthened the city’s devel op ment.
Boost ing the local eco nomy was also one of her pri or it ies, espe cially for the bene �t of mar gin -
al ized sec tors. She estab lished an eco nomic devel op ment coun cil to encour age more busi -
nesses, jobs, invest ments and live li hood in the city.
In 2016, Rodrig uez was recog nized as the city’s Tan dang Sora awardee, as she embod ied the
ideals and traits of the Filip ina revolu tion ary, Mel chora Aquino. The award was given to her
“for sus tain ing the sta bil ity and pro gress of the city even dur ing the mar tial law years and for
pre serving the status of Quezon City as the then cap ital city of the Phil ip pines.”
In her younger years, Rodrig uez was an act ive stu dent and was even pro claimed “Miss Edu ca -
tion” while tak ing up her home eco nom ics course at the Uni versity of Sto. Tomas. She act ively
par ti cip ated in social work and from there, her heart for pub lic ser vice con tin ued as she took
on the role of Quezon City’s chief exec ut ive.
Passing through the hall ways of Quezon City Hall, her por trait stands out from the pre vi ous
may ors as she, a woman, has greatly con trib uted to what Quezon City is today.
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