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Coronavirus vac cines are known to be less pro tect ive in people with the blood can cer mul -
tiple myel oma, such as former U.S. Sec ret ary of State Colin Pow ell, who died on Monday of
com plic a tions from COVID-19 des pite being fully vac cin ated.

The release of a new study sheds light on the vul ner ab il ity of mul tiple myel oma patients to
the coronavirus.
The study, expec ted to appear online on Monday in Can cer Cell, reveals these patients not
only pro duce fewer neut ral iz ing anti bod ies in response to the vac cines, but also have a
weak response from the immune sys tem’s T cells.
While anti bod ies attack the virus as it cir cu lates in the body, T cells attack the cells that
have been infec ted, or they pro duce import ant sig nals that lead to other immune
responses, lim it ing the extent of the infec tion.
In the study of 44 patients with mul tip lemmy el oma who had received both doses of an
mRNA vac cine from P�zer/BioNTech or Mod erna, those with low or no anti body response
to the COVID-19 mRNA also had few or no T cells
that could have helped to pro tect them from a severe COVID-19 infec tion, accord ing to the
report.
“The unex pec ted lack of T cell responses, coupled with the absence of anti bod ies fol low ing
SARS-CoV-2 vac cin a tion, is of con cern,” study leader Dr. Samir Parekh of the Icahn School
of Medi cine at Mount Sinai in New York City, said in a state ment.
The research ers said the �nd ing
emphas izes the need for blood tests to mon itor immune responses in these patients after
vac cin a tion.
Numer ous busi nesses have made unsub stan ti ated and inac cur ate claims about sup posed
stem cell products to treat COVID-19, research ers said in a paper on Thursday in the
journal Stem Cell Reports.
Their paper cites more than 20 com pan ies that have received warn ing let ters from the U.S.
Food and Drug Admin is tra tion or Fed eral Trade Com mis sion for pro mot ing unli censed
stem cell treat ments for COVID-19.
Exactly how many busi nesses are involved in man u fac tur ing or selling these bogus
products dir ectly to con sumers is unknown, accord ing to the authors. Stem cells, from
which other cells with spe cial ized func tions can be gen er ated, are presently used to treat
only a few dis eases and con di tions.
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No such ther apy has been approved by gov ern ment reg u lat ors for pre vent ing or treat ing
COVID-19. Many advert ise ments falsely claim their ther apies’ e�ect ive ness and safety are
sup por ted by evid ence.
“The spread of such mis in form a tion has poten tial to cause real harm to patient safety and
pub lic health by mak ing it di�  cult or impossible for patients and other mem bers of the
pub lic to dis tin guish evid ence-based sci enti�c claims from pseudos cience and quack ery,”
the authors said.




