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The multi-sec toral and com munity-based food secur ity ini ti at ive of the Quezon City gov -
ern ment was recog nized as one of the most innov at ive local gov ern ment pro grams that
address com mon prob lems faced by com munit ies in the coun try.

GrowQC, which seeks to pro mote sus tain able food sys tems by part ner ing with local com -
munit ies and stake hold ers, was named one of the Top 10 Gal ing Pook awardees this year.
Mayor Joy Bel monte expressed grat it ude for the recog ni tion, not ing that the project was
launched amid the pan demic to provide those a�ected by the lock down with nutri tious
food sup ply.
“This pro gram is a test a ment that we can be self-reli ant even if we are in a highly urb an -
ized city,” she added.
Hugh Velasco, head of the city’s sus tain able devel op ment a�airs unit, said the ini ti at ive
goes bey ond an urban farm ing pro gram as it also looks into improv ing food sys tems in the
city.
“Part of improved food sys tems is the cre ation of com munity-level food hubs and mar kets
that allow agri cul tural raw mater i als to be avail able and the value-adding of food that cre -
ates live li hood,” he added.
Bel monte said the recog ni tion is a demon stra tion of the city’s com mit ment to improv ing
and trans form ing food sys tems from ground-up to ensure a food sel fre li ant city.
“The solu tions are not new. However, imple ment a tion strategies allowed the city to make
more land pro duct ive and con nec ted people, pro cesses, and pro grams, to show that the
whole is greater than the sum of its parts,” she added.
Aside from GrowQC, two other city gov ern ment pro grams were among the top 22 �nal ists
of this year’s Gal ing Pook awards: the Quezon City Human Milk Bank project and the Kaba -
hagi Cen ter for Chil dren
with Dis ab il it ies.
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