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COVID-19 does not infect blood ves sels des pite the high risk of blood clots to patients,
research ers have found.
Uni versity of Queens land research ers found the car di ovas cu lar com plic a tions of the virus are
triggered by in�am ma tion caused by infec ted air way cells. “At least 40 per cent of patients
that are hos pit al ised with Covid-19 are at high risk of blood clots, and anti-coagu la tion ther -
apies are now being routinely used,” the uni versity’s Dr Emma Gor don said. “There have
been many stud ies attempt ing to prove whether the virus is infect ing cells of the inner blood
ves sel wall or not.
“By con duct ing our exper i ments using real, infec tious virus rather than frag ments of the
virus’s spike pro tein, we can de�n it ively say it is not.”
Immun o lo gist Dr Lar isa Labzin said when the immune sys tem worked well, it cleared the
virus from the body, but some times it went into over drive and caused an over blown in�am -
mat ory response.
This caused com plic a tions, and in the case of Covid-19, this was often blood clots.
Know ing in�am ma tion caused these car di ovas cu lar com plic a tions rather than the virus itself
would help research ers develop the right treat ments and bet ter under stand how and why
these com plic a tions arose, Dr Labzin said.
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