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Stress ing that the city gov ern ment remains focused on deliv er ing needed ser vices to res id ents,
Quezon City Mayor Joy Bel monte on Monday touted the di� er ent pro grams and ini ti at ives
imple men ted amid the COVID-19 pan demic.

Dur ing her annual State of the City Address on Monday, Bel monte assured res id ents of her con -
tin ued com mit ment to clean and hon est gov ern ment as she ful �lls her 14-point agenda while
address ing the pub lic health emer gency.
She also out lined the accom plish ments achieved by the city gov ern ment, includ ing the local tax
col lec tion of P22 bil lion in 2020, the highest in the coun try and in the his tory of the city.
“This is proof that our QCit izens have more trust and are more con �d ent that their taxes and
con tri bu tions will go to mean ing ful pro grams,” she said in Filipino.
“Even if we have alloc ated a huge budget in respond ing to COVID-19, we still have P24.6 bil lion
in sav ings, which is even big ger than the budget before 2019,” she added, not ing that the city
remains in good �n an cial stand ing and without any debt.
Bel monte cited mile stones and pro grams imple men ted over the past year in terms of good gov -
ernance, pub lic ser vices, COVID-19 response, improve ments in trans port a tion and infra struc -
ture and strength en ing of the eco nomy and cre ation of more jobs.
She noted the unqual i �ed opin ion of the Com mis sion on Audit, which indic ates that no pub lic
funds were mis used by the local gov ern ment.
The mayor cited some of her pro grams to pro mote trans par ency and account ab il ity, such as the
cre ation of an Internal Audit Ser vice.
She also repor ted the estab lish ment of dis trict o�ces to bring ser vices closer to res id ents, as
well as the launch of the uni �ed QCit izen ID to fasttrack the deliv ery of pro grams to res id ents
and work ers.
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Des pite the pan demic, Bel monte said there would be no letup in the deliv ery of social ser vices,
includ ing the pro vi sion of per man ent hous ing for informal set tlers and poor res id ents.
Earlier this year, the city gov ern ment pur chased six par cels of land in three barangays as part of
Bel monte’s shel ter pro gram, which aims to provide in-city hous ing pro grams to an estim ated
17,674 fam il ies in her �rst term.
On QC’s COVID-19 response
Bel monte expressed grat it ude to city gov ern ment o� cials and employ ees, the private sec tor and
Quezon City res id ents for work ing together to address the pan demic.
Within the week, she said the city will achieve its tar get of vac cin at ing 1.7 mil lion adults or 70
per cent of the city’s pop u la tion.
The mayor vowed to con tinue with the vac cin a tion pro gram, cit ing the start of pedi at ric vac cin a -
tions last week.
Work ers whose live li hoods were a�ected by the COVID pan demic were given �n an cial assist ance.
The city also launched vari ous ini ti at ives to provide sup port to local busi nesses and enter prises,
as well as to pro mote food secur ity through urban farms and edible gar dens.
Among the pro grams recently imple men ted were the online one-stop shop pro cesses for per mit
applic a tions, auto mated inspec tion audit sys tem and enhanced tax map ping.
Bel monte also announced plans to fur ther extend the dead line for the pay ment of busi ness and
real prop erty taxes in Janu ary 2022.
Over the past year, Bel monte said the city gov ern ment also focused on ways to improve trans -
port a tion in the city.
It launched a city bus sys tem to provide free bus ser vice to some 73,000 com muters weekly, as
well as improved the bike lane net works to pro mote act ive trans port a tion amid the pan demic.
Accord ing to Bel monte, the local gov ern ment has alloc ated some P4.5 bil lion for essen tial infra -
struc ture projects, includ ing health, social wel fare and com munity facil it ies; school build ings;
parks and sports facil it ies; police sta tions; mar kets; road; and street lights, among oth ers.


