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QUEZON CITY’S coronavirus response received fur ther boost on Monday with the launch ing of six
mobile test ing units and the deploy ment of a mobile vac cin a tion team with fund ing sup port from the
US Agency for Inter na tional Devel op ment (USAID).
“Through USAID’s sup port, Quezon City is more resi li ent and respons ive in pro tect ing the lives of
many, includ ing the mar gin al ized sec tors,” Maria Jose�na “Joy” G. Bel monte is quoted in a press
release from the US Embassy.
As of Nov. 7, data from the local gov ern ment show the city has exceeded its tar get adult pop u la tion
for inocu la tion against coronavirus dis ease 2019 (COVID-19) with over 1.79 mil lion res id ents and
work ers fully vac cin ated. This total is 105.84% of the tar get. Pedi at ric vac cin a tion for those aged 12-
17 is ongo ing. “The mobile vac cin a tion and test ing teams with 30 health care work ers will bol ster
Quezon City’s test ing e�orts and vac cin a tion cov er age and ulti mately bene �t poor house holds,
senior cit izens, vul ner able groups, and hard-to-reach areas,” the US Embassy said.
The mobile test ing units are seen to con trib ute 6,000 tests monthly in addi tion to the cur rent 20,000
aver age. The mobile vac cin a tion team, mean while, is expec ted to deliver about 15,000 jabs monthly.
The US gov ern ment has pre vi ously provided sup port to Quezon City’s test ing capa city through the
estab lish ment of four com munity-based test ing cen ters.
US Embassy in the Phil ip pines Chargé d’A�aires ad interim Heather Variava also announced an addi -
tional P565 mil lion in USAID sup port to the Phil ip pines through the Amer ican Res cue Plan Act
(ARPA).
This addi tional fund ing will strengthen the capa city of local gov ern ments to respond to the pan -
demic and fast-track vac cin a tion in high-risk areas.
The US gov ern ment has also facil it ated the dona tion of almost 28 mil lion vac cines to the Phil ip pines
through COVAX, the global mech an ism for pooled pro cure ment and dis tri bu tion of COVID-19 vac -
cines. —
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