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People with can cer who con tract COVID-19 are nearly �ve times more likely to die from the infec tion
than those without can cer, a study pub lished Thursday by JAMA Onco logy found.
In addi tion, can cer patients who have received treat ment for the dis ease within the past three
months have a 20 per cent risk for hos pit al iz a tion and nearly 75 per cent higher risk for death fol low -
ing coronavirus infec tion than people without can cer, the data showed.
Recent chemo ther apy increases risk for death from COVID-19 by 84 per cent, likely due to the
weakened immunity brought on by radi ation treat ment or chemo ther apy for can cer, accord ing to the
research ers.
Con versely, can cer patients who have not under gone treat ment for the dis ease within the past three
months have a nearly 40 per cent lower risk for need ing mech an ical vent il a tion for breath ing sup port
fol low ing COVID-19 infec tion than those without can cer, they said.
Patients who have not been treated for can cer within three months of test ing pos it ive for COVID-19
also have a 7 per cent lower risk for death com pared with patients who do not have can cer, though it
is unclear why.
“We found that patients with can cer who were being treated with chemo ther apy or radi ation ther apy
within three months of COVID-19 dia gnosis had an increased risk of hos pit al iz a tion, intens ive care
unit stay and death,” study co-author Dr. Sharon Giord ano told UPI in an email.
“In con trast, patients with can cer who were not recently treated did not have worse out comes than
people without can cer,” said Giord ano, chair of Health Ser vices Research at The Uni versity of Texas
M.D. Ander son Can cer Cen ter.
There are about 16 mil lion can cer sur viv ors in the United States, accord ing to the National Can cer
Insti tute.
People with can cer as well as vari ous chronic ill nesses such as dia betes and heart dis ease are at
increased risk for ser i ous ill ness from COVID-19 due to the e�ects of these under ly ing health prob -
lems are on their immune sys tems, research sug gests.
As a res ult, they have been given pri or ity for COVID-19 vac cin a tion, and booster shots have been
recom men ded to increase pro tec tion against infec tion.
For this study, the research ers ana lyzed data on nearly 510,000 adults who tested pos it ive for the
virus in 2020, more than 14,000 of whom had can cer.
Of the can cer patients in the study pop u la tion, about 30 per cent had received treat ment for the dis -
ease within three months of being dia gnosed with COVID-19, while the rest had not.
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