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A booster dose of the Mod erna (mRNA-1273) COVID-19 vac cine given to rhesus macaques about six
months after their primary vac cine series sig ni �c antly increased levels of neut ral ising anti bod ies
against all known SARS-CoV-2 vari ants of con cern, accord ing to a new study from US-based
National Insti tutes of Health (NIH) sci ent ists and col leagues. The study, pub lished in Sci ence, also
showed that the increased neut ral ising anti body responses were sus tained for at least eight weeks
after the boost, were sig ni �c antly higher than after the primary vac cine series, and gen er ated high-
level pro tec tion, mean ing the abil ity to sig ni �c antly limit virus from rep lic at ing in the lungs and
nose. These data sug gest that boost ing trig gers a strong immune memory response and poten tially
longer last ing immunity. The research ers also determ ined that both the mRNA-1273 vac cine
developed to tar get the ori ginal SARS-CoV-2 virus and a slightly mod i �ed ver sion of the vac cine tar -
get ing the Beta vari ant, were equi val ent in their abil ity to boost anti body responses and pro tect.
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