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Booster doses of the COVID-19 vac cine provide vital addi tional immunity to can cer sur viv ors and
those receiv ing treat ment for the dis ease, accord ing to a study pub lished Wed nes day by the
journal Can cer Cell.

One group of can cer patients with detect able anti bod ies, which are pro teins pro duced by the
immune sys tem to �ght o� infec tions, saw their levels decline four to six months after receiv ing
their second dose of either the Mod erna or P�zer-BioNTech vac cine, the data showed.
In a second group, 64 per cent had detect able anti bod ies, while the remainder did not, the
research ers said.
However, after all patients in the study received a booster dose of a COVID-19 vac cine, 80 per cent
had anti body levels that were higher than before they received their booster shot.
In addi tion, 56 per cent of those who pre vi ously had no detect able anti bod ies after stand ard vac -
cin a tion had them after receiv ing their booster shot, they said.
“We’ve been learn ing how dev ast at ing COVID-19 can be not just for the gen eral pop u la tion, but
in par tic u lar for our can cer patients,” study co-author Dr. Lauren Sha piro told UPI in a phone
inter view.
“These patients respon ded incred ibly well to the booster vac cin a tion, even those who had no
detect able anti bod ies after their ini tial round of vac cin a tion,” said Sha piro, a third-year hem at o -
logy/onco logy fel low at Mon te �ore Med ical Cen ter and Albert Ein stein Col lege of Medi cine in
New York City.
This means that these patients have “some pro tec tion” against COVID-19, she said.
The Food and Drug Admin is tra tion in Octo ber announced that booster doses of the COVID-19
vac cines are recom men ded for people in cer tain at-risk groups, includ ing people with can cer and
those under treat ment for the dis ease. Can cer can weaken the body’s immune sys tem as can some
forms of chemo ther apy, which is among drugs used to treat the dis ease.
As a res ult, many can cer sur viv ors and can cer patients in treat ment are con sidered “immun o -
com prom ised,” so they may be more sus cept ible to COVID-19 and need addi tional doses of the
vac cines to �ght o� the virus, Sha piro said.
Earlier stud ies have shown that the vac cines are safe for people with can cer.
For this study, Sha piro and her col leagues assessed the anti body response in 187 can cer patients
at Mon te �ore who were fully vac cin ated against COVID-19.
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Par ti cipants under went blood test ing for anti bod ies against the virus imme di ately after becom ing
fully vac cin ated and again four to six months later, the research ers said. More than three-fourths
of the par ti cipants were under go ing can cer treat ment at the time of the study.
Of the par ti cipants, 88 received a booster dose of the vac cine at least 28 days after their second
dose of either the Mod erna or P�zer-BioNTech vac cines, both of which require two shots, or one
dose of the John son John son vac cine.
Among par ti cipants, 70 per cent were vac cin ated with the P�zer-BioNTech vac cine, 25 per cent
with Mod erna and 5 per cent with John son John son, the research ers said.
Par ti cipants who received the booster were an aver age age of 69 and almost evenly split between
men and women. In addi tion, 65 per cent had blood can cer and 35 per cent had a solid tumor.
Can cer sur viv ors and those under go ing treat ment may want to check in with the onco lo gists
before get ting vac cin ated against COVID-19 or receiv ing a booster dose, but pre vi ous stud ies sug -
gest there is no reason for them to avoid the shots, Sha piro said.




