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The WHO chose to dub the vari ant, �rst repor ted to the agency by sci ent ists in South Africa, ‘omic ron’
— con tinu ing its use of the Greek alpha bet for nam ing not able vari ants of the virus.
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The WHO has fol lowed the Greek alpha bet when labelling cer tain vari ants of the virus, SARS-CoV-2, 
since May. It said the sys tem allows for vari ants to be referred to in a sim pler way than by their sci -
enti�c names, and that it helps pre vent people from refer ring to vari ants by the loc a tion where they 
were detec ted.
Many had expec ted the agency to label the latest vari ant nu, which comes after mu, a vari ant des ig -
nated on August 30. Instead, the WHO skipped over nu as well as xi, the next Greek let ter in line — a 
move that many users on social media poin ted out.
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