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Since the coronavirus Omic ron vari ant was �rst revealed to the world last Thursday, the ques tion that every one
has been ask ing is whether vac cines are e�ect ive against it.
Omic ron has been described by experts as the most mutated vari ant so far with over 30 muta tions, includ ing a
rel ev ant num ber in the spike pro tein – the part that the virus uses to attack human cells as well as the ele ment
on which cur rent vac cines focus.
Vac cine e�c acy can be examined in two ways: through checks in the labor at ory to see if anti bod ies found in the
blood of vac cin ated indi vidu als inhibit the vari ant, or by col lect ing data from the �eld about how many vac cin -
ated indi vidu als got infec ted or developed ser i ous symp toms.
Accord ing to the �rst estim ates by med ical experts and phar ma ceut ical com pan ies, it would take about two
weeks to have some inform a tion on the vac cine’s abil ity to pro tect against Omic ron.
On Tues day, however, some remarks by Health Min is ter Nitzan Horow itz and pre lim in ary data repor ted by a
major TV chan nel o�ered some �rst – and encour aging – answers to the ques tion.
Here is what we know so far.
WHAT OFFICIALS IN ISRAEL HAVE SAID:
On Tues day morn ing, head of Pub lic Health Ser vices Dr. Sharon Alroy-Preis told the Knes set Law and Con sti tu -
tion Com mit tee that the �rst data about the e�c acy of the corona vac cines against Omic ron were expec ted to be
shared with Israel by South Africa dur ing the day.
A few hours later, Horow itz spoke about the sub ject dur ing a visit at the Sor oka-Uni versity Med ical Cen ter in
Beer sheba.
“In the com ing days we will have more accur ate inform a tion about the e�c acy of the vac cine against Omic ron,
but there is already room for optim ism, and there are ini tial indic a tions that those who are vac cin ated with a
vac cine still valid or with a booster will also be pro tec ted from this vari ant,” Horow itz noted.
On Wed nes day morn ing, Coronavirus Com mis sioner Prof. Sal man Zarka addressed the topic in an inter view on
103FM Radio.
“The inform a tion we have from South Africa is that among those hos pit al ized due to the new vari ant, there are
rel at ively more young people and less older people, so we do not know about the risk for the eld erly,” he said.
“Among those hos pit al ized, some are vac cin ated and some aren’t, and those who are were prob ably vac cin ated
with [the] John son & John son [vac cine],whose e�c acy is lower com pared to P�zer.”
Israel has been almost exclus ively vac cin at ing its pop u la tion with the P�zer vac cine.
“The ques tion of whether Omic ron bypasses vac cines wor ries us,” Zarka said. “There is prob ably pre lim in ary
inform a tion that says that it may be less e�ect ive against the new strain than against the Delta vari ant. But I
want to hope that it means it is only 80% e�ect ive – we are not talk ing about a choice between zero e�ect ive -
ness and 100% e�ect ive ness.”
Also on Wed nes day morn ing, a min istry spokes per son said no inform a tion on vac cine e�c acy had yet been
received from South Africa, in spite of the data repor ted by Israeli Chan nel 12 on the pre vi ous night.
Later in the day, Alroy-Preis said that once there is clear data on the e�ect ive ness of vac cines against the new
strain, they will be made pub lic.
“The Health Min istry simply tells the truth and what we know in gen eral – and also in the cur rent situ ation with
the new vari ant,” she said speak ing to the Hebrew web site Ynet.
WHAT HAS BEEN REPORTED ON TV:
On Tues day night, Chan nel 12 – one of the main Israeli tele vi sion chan nels – opened its 8 o’clock news with
what they described as the �rst data about vac cine e�c acy against Omic ron shared with Israel and other coun -
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tries by South Africa.
Accord ing to the report, for people inocu lated three times, the P�zer vac cine is just slightly less e�ect ive in pre -
vent ing infec tion with Omic ron than with Delta – 90% as opposed to 95% – while it is just as e�ect ive in pre -
vent ing ser i ous symp toms. Di� er ent stud ies have described the P�zer vac cine as 93%-95% e�ect ive against
Delta.
Accord ing to the report, the abil ity of the vari ant to infect is indeed higher than Delta – around 1.3 times higher.
At the same time, those not inocu lated have a 2.4 times greater chance of devel op ing ser i ous symp toms, a sig ni -
�c ant �g ure.
As of Wed nes day after noon, no other inter na tional media out let appeared to have repor ted the data inde pend -
ently.
WHAT PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANIES HAVE SAID:
On Tues day, rep res ent at ives of both Mod erna and P�zer made remarks about vac cine e�c acy against Omic ron.
The vac cines man u fac tured by the com pan ies are both based on the mRNA tech no logy.
“There is no world, I think, where [the e�ect ive ness] is the same level... we had with Delta,” Mod erna’s CEO,
Stephane Bancel, told the Fin an cial Times.
“I think it’s going to be a mater ial drop. I just don’t know how much because we need to wait for the data. But all
the sci ent ists I’ve talked to... are like, ‘This is not going to be good.’”
A more reas sur ing mes sage came from P�zer.
“We think it’s likely that people will have sub stan tial pro tec tion against severe dis ease caused by Omic ron,”
said BioNTech CEO and co-founder Ugur
Sahin. He spe ci�ed severe dis ease requir ing hos pital or intens ive care.
In addi tion, the Uni versity of Oxford said there was no evid ence that cur rent vac cines would not pre vent severe
dis ease from Omic ron, but that it was ready to rap idly update its shot, developed with AstraZeneca, if neces sary.
WHAT THE FIRST CASES ARE SHOWING:
So far, some 100 or so Omic ron cases have been con �rmed in over 20 coun tries out side South Africa, includ ing
four in Israel. While many of the indi vidu als were fully vac cin ated, no report has emerged of ser i ous symp toms.
Regard ing South Africa, an ana lyst for the Fin an cial Times examined the data about hos pit al iz a tion in the
Guateng Province, con sidered the epi cen ter of the out break.
“So far, admis sions are fol low ing the same path as past waves,” John Burn-Mur doch wrote on Twit ter. “Quick
notes: For cases to be rising faster while admis sions are on the same pace may hint at a lower pro por tion of
severe dis ease, but this may also simply be the res ult of more infec tion-acquired immunity and vax, or of cases
so far being pre dom in antly younger people.”
He also said the share of patients in intens ive care units is cur rently much lower than at the same stage of the
Delta wave, but it may be in�u enced by the age of the patients, being younger than with Delta. Another explan a -
tion, he added, is that the immune sys tem gets activ ated and pre vents the dis ease from deteri or at ing.
WHAT HEALTH OFFICIALS AROUND THE WORLD HAVE SAID:
Some health o� cials from di� er ent coun tries and organ iz a tions have also star ted to weigh in on vac cine e�c -
acy.
A World Health Organ iz a tion rep res ent at ive said Wed nes day that there is no evid ence so far to sug gest the e�c -
acy of vac cines have been reduced by Omic ron, accord ing to a report by Reu ters.
Earlier in the day, Brit ish Health Sec ret ary Sajid Javid noted it was pos sible that vac cines were less e�ect ive
against the new vari ant, but they should still pro tect against ser i ous dis ease.
“Our best form of defense still remains our vac cines,” Javid told Sky News. “It’s pos sible of course,... that it
might be less e�ect ive. We just don’t know for sure yet. But it’s also very likely that it will remain e�ect ive
against ser i ous dis ease.”


