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When fully imple men ted, the meas ure will hasten the deliv ery of treat ment of those a�ic ted with STI and care for
those with HIV and AIDS.
The Quezon City Coun cil has passed an ordin ance seek ing to pre vent and con trol the local spread of sexu ally trans -
mit ted infec tions (STI), human immun ode � ciency virus (HIV) and the acquired immune de� ciency syn drome.
Coin cid ing with the cel eb ra tion of this year’s World AIDS Day, the pas sage of the meas ure authored by Coun cilor
Marie Juico adopts and loc al izes Repub lic Act 11166 or the Phil ip pine HIV and AIDS Policy Act.
When fully imple men ted, the meas ure will hasten the deliv ery of treat ment for those a�ic ted with STI and care for
those with HIV and AIDS.
It will reor gan ize the Quezon City STI, HIV and AIDS Coun cil to include rep res ent at ives from vari ous o�ces at city
hall led by the mayor as chair.
“The QCSAC may, as neces sary, invite to its meet ings and activ it ies, other gov ern ment agen cies, nGOs, and
experts, who have rel ev ant expert ise that may be use ful to accom plish its func tions,” read part of the ordin ance.
The coun cil shall be respons ible in devel op ing, review ing, and ensur ing the imple ment a tion of the com pre hens ive
STI, HIV, AIDS Pre ven tion and Con trol Action Plan.
In a bid to bol ster multi-sec toral part ner ships, the Quezon City local gov ern ment also held on Monday a com mit -
ment cere mony atten ded by vari ous organ iz a tions and pub lic health pro fes sion als, among oth ers.
The new part ners and city gov ern ment depart ments signed the pledge of com mit ment to ensure equit able access
to qual ity, com pre hens ive, and cli ent-centered ser vices by act ively par ti cip at ing in the ser vice deliv ery net work for
per sons with HIV.
Data from the QC Epi demi ology and Dis ease Sur veil lance Unit showed that as of Septem ber, 7,173 res id ents have
been dia gnosed pos it ive for HIV. Of the num ber, 4,433 indi vidu als or 62 per cent are on treat ment.
“Our treat ment cov er age is aligned with the national aver age, but it falls 33 per cent short of the UnAIDS’ interim
tar get of 95 per cent,” Mayor Joy Bel monte said.
“Mean while, our viral load test ing cov er age is only at 29 per cent which again is below the 95 per cent tar get. We
pro pose to address these by com ing up with a com pre hens ive Ser vice Deliv ery net work (SDn),” she added.
Bel monte said the com pre hens ive SDn will aid the city in deliv er ing e�ect ive, needs-based, and tar geted HIV pro -
grams that will �ll the remain ing gaps in the city’s HIV “con tinuum of care.”
She also enu mer ated the city’s pro grams that are in the pipeline.
Some of the pro grams include mak ing HIV test ing avail able in all 69 health cen ters in the city; peer coun sel ing and
access to anti ret ro viral treat ment through Sun down Clin ics; and the estab lish ment of Klinika Bern ardo, a sun down
clinic that caters to men who have sex with men and trans gender people, in Libis in Dis trict 3 and Tan dang Sora in
Dis trict 6.
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