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The Bur eau of Jail Man age ment and Pen o logy (BJMP) has a new deten tion facil ity in Quezon City.
BJMP chief Dir ector Allan Iral yes ter day led the inaug ur a tion of the Quezon City jail build ing on a 2.4-hec -
tare lot along Payatas Road in Barangay Payatas.
Iral said the deten tion facil ity is a ful �ll ment of the BJMP’s goal of improv ing the liv ing con di tions of
inmates.
The new build ing will ease con ges tion rate at the Quezon City jail male dorm it ory in Kamun ing by 55 per -
cent.
The jail cur rently has 3,184 inmates for a con ges tion rate of 1,066 per cent.
“The new facil ity o�ers our wards more than enough space to move around and breathe. We can now spare
inmates from a lot of phys ical, men tal and emo tional prob lems that arise from over crowding,” Iral said.
He said the deten tion facil ity is one of the best designed jails of the BJMP.
“We count on the sup port of all sec tors in ensur ing that the liv ing con di tion of inmates is con tinu ously
improved, that self-worth for each of the lives therein be restored, with each one becom ing a sig ni �c ant
mem ber of soci ety, as pris on ers or as free men,” Iral said.
BJMP spokes man Chief Insp. Xavier Solda said the jail was com pleted two years after the Quezon City gov -
ern ment and the bur eau signed a deed of usu fruct of the prop erty for 25 years and renew able for another 25
years.
Mean while, the Com mis sion on Human Rights (CHR) on Tues day wel comed the con struc tion of a three-
story school build ing inside the Manila city jail to give inmates access to edu ca tion.
CHR spokes per son Jac queline de Guia said the con struc tion of the facil ity is in line with the United Nations
Stand ard Min imum Rules for the Treat ment of Pris on ers, which provides that the period of impris on ment
should “be used to ensure the rein teg ra tion of inmates in the soci ety upon release so that they can lead a
law-abid ing and self-sup port ing life.”
“Provid ing inmates an oppor tun ity to learn gives them a sense of pur pose. It also con trib utes to their
rehab il it a tion, growth, and pre vents recidiv ism or relapsing into crim inal beha vior, which are essen tial ele -
ments of res tor at ive justice,” De Guia said.
Prior to the con struc tion of the school build ing, detain ees at the city jail adop ted mod u lar learn ing in their
cells.
With the new facil ity, classes will now be held in an actual school setup, super vised and mon itored by
o�cers of the Bur eau of Jail Man age ment and Pen o logy who have teach ing back grounds.
Manila city jail warden Supt. Elena Rocamora said the learn ing facil ity would have a “school-feel” mode
that includes proper uni forms and free school sup plies for those enrolled.
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