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THE World Health Organ iz a tion (WHO) has cau tioned against treat ing the COVID-19 Omic ron vari ant as a mild
strain, say ing the virus will also cause severe ill ness and death.
“We know that people infec ted with Omic ron can have the full spec trum of dis ease, from asymp to matic infec tion
to
mild dis ease, all the way to severe dis ease to death,” Maria Van Kerkhove, the WHO’s COVID-19 tech nical lead,
said at a pub lic forum.
“We do have some deaths asso ci ated with Omic ron and that’s what we expec ted because omic ron will cir cu late
among the di� er ent pop u la tions,” Van Kerkhove said.
She said the same risk factors for severe dis ease and death apply for the eld erly, people with under ly ing con di -
tions, and those who are unvac cin ated.
She also cau tioned against dis miss ing the mild e�ects of Omic ron, because the more it spreads, the greater oppor -
tun ity the virus has to mutate and infect more people.
“[I]ncreased trans miss ib il ity means you’re going to have more cases. More cases mean more hos pit al iz a tions,
which means already over burdened health care sys tems will con tinue to be over burdened and some will fail," she
said.
"So some people will not get the care that they need because it’s two years into a global pan demic and if a sys tem
is over burdened, people will die," she added.
The Omic ron, a vari ant of con cern, has so far been recor ded by at least 77 coun tries.
Bri tain on Wed nes day recor ded a record 78,610 labor at ory-con �rmed COVID cases, with sci ent ists pre dict ing even
higher rates as Omic ron is believed to spread much faster than the cur rently dom in ant Delta vari ant.
The Depart ment of Health on Thursday said that the new Omic ron vari ant of
COVID-19 infects house holds more than the Delta vari ant.
Health Under sec ret ary Myrna Cab otaje made the state ment a day after the DOH con �rmed at least two cases of the
Omic ron vari ant in the Phil ip pines.
"The Omic ron vari ant tar gets house holds more. There are stud ies show ing that 19 per cent of house holds were
infec ted by Omic ron as com pared with 8.5 per cent for Delta," Cab otaje said dur ing a brie� ng.
"That is why it is import ant for all the people in the house hold to get vac cin ated because the vac cine provides
another layer of pro tec tion and it really decreases the COVID-19 infec tion rate," she added.
Cab otaje said there are also stud ies in the United King dom that show the eld erly and the chil dren of the unvac cin -
ated adults appear to be at risk of the Omic ron vari ant.
"Those already covered by the vac cin a tion pro gram should really get vac cin ated so as to pro tect the chil dren who
are not yet eli gible for vac cin a tion," she added.
The gov ern ment's COVID-19 vac cin a tion pro gram star ted last March 1.
However, the vac cin a tion for those aged 12 to 17 and the admin is tra tion of booster shots only star ted last month.
More than 42 mil lion Filipi nos are fully vac cin ated against COVID-19, which is still short of the tar get of 54 mil lion
Filipi nos fully vac cin ated by the year’s end.
The gov ern ment is imple ment ing a second round of three-day national vac cin a tion event from Dec.r 15 to 17 to
ramp up its inocu la tion e�orts and is expect ing to admin is ter 7 mil lion doses within those three days.
The admin is tra tion aims to fully vac cin ate 77 mil lion people against COVID-19 by March 2022 and 90 mil lion by
June 2022.
Cab otaje said almost 65 per cent of senior cit izens, around 6 mil lion people, and nearly a quarter of minors, or
more than 2 mil lion chil dren, are now fully vac cin ated against COVID-19.
Some 6 mil lion out of 8 mil lion senior cit izens or about 75 per cent, who are at risk of severe COVID-19, have
received at least one vac cine dose.
“The turnout is good among senior cit izens who want to get booster shots. We just need to per severe more to vac -
cin ate the rest of the senior cit izens,” Cab otaje said.
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Mean while, about 62 per cent of chil dren aged 12 to 17 have received at least one COVID-19 shot.
Twenty-four per cent or 2.7 mil lion have com pleted two doses of the P�zer or Mod erna vac cine, Cab otaje said.
Also on Wed nes day, 3,696,900 doses of the Mod erna COVID-19 vac cine arrived at the Ninoy Aquino Inter na tional
Air port, rep res ent ing jabs donated by the Ger man gov ern ment through the COVAX facil ity.
Ger man Ambas sador to the Phil ip pines Anke Rei� en stuel said she looked for ward to see ing the scal ing up of the
Phil ip pines’ vac cin a tion drive fol low ing her coun try’s vac cine dona tion.
“I trust that these vac cines will be used in the upcom ing [national] vac cin a tion drive, con trib ut ing also to the vac -
cin a tion of minors, which is so neces sary in the open ing of schools, as well as the boost ers for the health care
work ers and front liners,” said Rei� en stuel fol low ing the ship ment's arrival at the air port.
Assist ant Sec ret ary Wil ben Mayor, National Task Force against COVID-19 head of stra tegic com mu nic a tions on
cur rent oper a tions, thanked Ger many for its vac cine dona tion, which will provide a major boost to the coun try’s
vac cin a tion pro gram.
“We would like to thank the gov ern ment of Ger many for donat ing these vac cines. This is very timely for us, espe -
cially now that we are ramp ing up the inocu la tion of our coun try men under phase two of the National Vac cin a tion
Days (NVD),” Mayor said.
Mayor encour aged Filipi nos to get vac cin ated to pro tect them selves and their loved ones from COVID-19.
As of Dec. 15, the Phil ip pines has received a total of 24,261,160 doses of Mod erna vac cines.
On Tues day, the Phil ip pines also received 2 mil lion doses of Sino vac vac cines donated by the Chinese gov ern ment,
bring ing the total num ber of China-donated jabs to the coun try this year to 4 mil lion.
Huang Xilian, Chinese Ambas sador to the Phil ip pines, said the latest vac cine dona tion from his coun try is a test a -
ment of the strong bilat eral ties between China and the Phil ip pines.
The ambas sador also rea� rmed the
Chinese gov ern ment’s con tin ued sup port to the Phil ip pines COVID-19 response e�orts.
In Cabanatuan City, top o� cials of National Task Force Against COVID-19, the Inter-Agency Task Force for the
Man age ment of Emer ging Infec tious Dis eases, and the WHO vis ited a tem por ary treat ment and mon it or ing facil ity
that was con ver ted into a vac cin a tion site.
The facil ity has 300 rooms equipped with oxy gen con cen trat ors and oxy gen gen er at ors.
“What I have seen today in this facil ity, the TTMF with 300 rooms, the oxy gen plant, the expan ded cold stor age
with ultra cold stor age facil it ies. All these demon strate the lead er ship and the com mit ment the city of Cabanatuan
has shown in pre par ing [and] deal ing with this pan demic,” said WHO rep res ent at ive to the Phil ip pines Dr.
Rabindra Abeyasinghe
NTF chief imple menter Sec ret ary Carlito Galvez, Jr. com men ded the local gov ern ment unit of Cabanatuan for its
COVID-19 response and mit ig a tion e�orts.
Galvez said the NTF gave 25,000 doses of the single-dose Janssen vac cines to Cabanatuan City after it sur passed
its com mit ted vac cin a tion tar get dur ing the �rst round of the event held from Nov. 29 to Dec. 1.
City Health O�cer Dr. Arminda Ade cer said the local gov ern ment is aim ing to vac cin ate 20,000 indi vidu als dur ing
the second leg of the NVD.
Health Sec ret ary and IATF chair man Fran cisco Duque III also con grat u lated the LGU for vac cin at ing 67 per cent of
its tar get pop u la tion with the �rst dose, and 55 per cent with the second dose.


