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While Quezon City Rep. Alfred Var gas on Monday called for the imme di ate con struc tion of per man ent evac u ation
cen ters across the coun try fol low ing the dev ast a tion caused by typhoon “Odette,” Albay Rep. Joey Sal ceda also
pushed for build ing dis aster-resi li ent houses.
Var gas said the onslaught of “Odette” under scored the need for the imme di ate pas sage of the bill man dat ing the
estab lish ment of per man ent evac u ation cen ters nation wide.
“The loss of lives and prop erty in the Visayas and Mindanao should be seen as a wake-up call for us in Con gress to
be pro act ive in our legis la tion,” Var gas said, urging the Sen ate to imme di ately pass the pro posed law.
“Cli mate change is a real ity we can no longer deny or ignore, and like the rest of the world, gov ern ments are tak -
ing meas ures to pro tect the vul ner able sec tors from its worst e�ects. It’s about time we step up to the chal lenge,”
he added.
Var gas is the prin cipal author of House Bill 8990 or An Act Estab lish ing Evac u ation Cen ters in Every City and
Muni cip al ity — which had been approved unan im ously by the House of Rep res ent at ives.
He also averred that set ting up evac u ations cen ters that are cli mate-resi li ent, loc ated in safe zones, and equipped
with needed amen it ies “o�ers a long-term solu tion to the crisis con di tions in com munit ies severely a�ected by
increas ingly power ful typhoons.”
Among other pro vi sions in the meas ure, it pro posed the con struc tion and main ten ance of evac u ation cen ters in all
cit ies and muni cip al it ies, with the Depart ment of Envir on ment and National Resources that is tasked with identi -
fy ing the sites based on spe ci�c pro vi sions and stand ards in the bill.
Sal ceda, mean while, sug ges ted that per man ent rehous ing and relo ca tion must be included in the gov ern ment’s
infra struc ture plan. He is push ing for the cre ation of the Depart ment of Dis aster Resi li ence.
He poin ted out that con sid er ing that the Phil ip pines is fre quently hit by typhoons, it’s time for the gov ern ment to
shift from tem por ary evac u ation to per man ent hous ing.
It would be bet ter, he explained, if the gov ern ment resorts to build ing dis aster-resi li ent homes than for cing res id -
ents to evac u ate from time to time. He noted that “Odette” also exposed that even evac u ation facil it ies were not
resi li ent.
“The way for ward is to make sure that the houses them selves are safe so that we don’t have to fre quently resort to
evac u ation. It is an exper i ence that can be lower ing of one’s dig nity, espe cially forced evac u ation. Human dig nity
calls for safe, dis aster-resi li ence hous ing that people can depend on for shel ter against haz ards,” Sal ceda argued.
“Rehab il it a tion must there fore involve build ing roads, sup port infra struc ture such as schools and health care
facil it ies, and new hous ing in areas that are safer from nat ural and geo haz ards,” he added.
The eco nom ist-law maker asser ted that “mass rehom ing” is “achiev able,” cit ing Albay’s suc cess in imple ment ing
the Guinobatan-Cam a lig-Dara gaLegazpi Plat form when he was the province’s gov ernor from 2007 to 2016.
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