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Research by South African sci ent ists sug gests that Omic ron infec tion enhances neut ral ising immunity against the
Delta vari ant of the coronavirus. The study, which has not been peer re viewed, found that people who were infec ted
with Omic ron, espe cially those who were vac cin ated, developed enhanced immunity to the Delta vari ant. The ana -
lysis enrolled 33 vac cin ated and unvac cin ated people who were infec ted with the Omic ron vari ant in South Africa.
While the authors found that the neut ral isa tion of Omic ron increased 14-fold over 14 days after the enroll ment,
they also found that there was a 4.4 fold increase of Delta virus neut ral isa tion. “The increase in Delta vari ant neut -
ral isa tion in indi vidu als infec ted with Omic ron may res ult in decreased abil ity of Delta to rein fect those indi vidu -
als,” the sci ent ists said. Alex Sigal, a pro fessor at the Africa Health Research Insti tute in South Africa, said on
Twit ter on Monday that if Omic ron was less patho genic as it looked from the South African exper i ence, “this will
help push Delta out”. — reu ters
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