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Amid the tight sup ply of paracetamol and other drugs for �u-like symp toms, a law maker on Thursday asked
author it ies to arrest hoarders and price manip u lat ors of medi cines.
Quezon City Rep. Pre cious Hipolito Castelo made the appeal in the wake of reports that hoard ing of fever drug
paracetamol is pre val ent.
She poin ted out that there are laws, and even local ordin ances pro hib it ing hoard ing and price manip u la tion of
drugs and other import ant con sumer products.
“The con cerned author it ies should enforce these to pro tect the interest and wel fare of our people, espe cially the
poor. Hoard ing denies the poor access to essen tial products like medi cines and increases the prices of these com -
mod it ies,” Castelo said.
She called on the Depart ment of Trade and Industry, Depart ment of the Interior and Local Gov ern ment, Depart -
ment of Health (DoH), Phil ip pine National Police (PNP), and local gov ern ment units (LGU) to act jointly in going
af ter indi vidu als tak ing advant age of the dra matic increase in the num ber of people stricken with �u and Covid-
19.
Castelo said LGU could sus pend or revoke the busi ness per mits of estab lish ments that hoard or manip u late the
prices of products or engage in activ it ies in restraint of trade.
She urged the gov ern ment and the man u fac tur ers to ensure enough sup ply of Covid-19 medi cines.
While people com plained of being unable to pur chase paracetamol and other drugs for �u-like symp toms amid a
sud den increase in demand for these products, the DoH assured that there is no short age. It claimed deliv ery
issues and demand have a�ected the stocks.
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