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Omic ron is quickly over tak ing the Delta vari ant of COVID-19 and becom ing dom in ant around the world, a senior WHO

 o� cial has warned, with the global health agency cau tion ing that there is “increas ing evid ence” Omic ron can evade

 immunity but has less dis ease sever ity as com pared to other vari ants.

It could take some time for Omic ron to over take Delta in some coun tries, because it depends on the level of cir cu la tion of
the Delta vari ant in those coun tries, Infec tious Dis ease Epi demi olo gist and COVID-19 Tech nical Lead at the World Health
Organ isa tion (WHO) Maria Van Kerkhove said on Tues day. “Omic ron has been detec ted in all coun tries where we have
good sequen cing and it’s likely to be in all coun tries around the world. It is quickly, in terms of its cir cu la tion, over tak ing
Delta. And so Omic ron is becom ing the dom in ant vari ant that is being detec ted,” Kerkhove said dur ing a vir tual ques tions
and answers ses sion.
She fur ther cau tioned that even though there is some inform a tion that Omic ron causes less severe dis ease than Delta,
“it’s not a mild dis ease” because “people are still being hos pit al ized for Omic ron.” The COVID-19 Weekly Epi demi olo gical
Update, released by the WHO, said that over 15 mil lion new COVID-19 cases were repor ted glob ally in the week of Janu ary
3-9, a 55 per cent increase as com pared to the pre vi ous week when about 9.5 mil lion cases were repor ted.
Cases rose by more than 50%, deaths stable
The num ber of new coronavirus infec tions in the last week jumped by about 55%, although the num ber of deaths
remained stable, the World Health Organ iz a tion said in its latest pan demic report.There were about 15 mil lion new
COVID-19 cases last week and more than 43,000 deaths.
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