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QUEZON City Mayor Jose�na “Joy” Bel monte said on Thursday the city gov ern ment will rehire
350 con tact tracers whose con tracts with the Depart ment of the Interior and Local Gov ern ment
expired last month, in a bid to com bat the spike in Covid-19 cases pos sibly driven by the highly
trans miss ible Omic ron vari ant.
“The addi tional con tact tracers were already part of our con tact tra cing army until Decem ber 31
of last year. But since we still need their ser vices, espe cially dur ing this surge, we hired them
under our emer gency employ ment pro gram so as to con tinue the import ant task of con tact tra -
cing among many other respons ib il it ies borne out of the rapid spread of Covid-19,” Bel monte
said.
City Epi demi ology and Dis ease Sur veil lance Unit head Rolando Cruz said Quezon City has more
than 1,000 con tact tracers whose tasks include com munity case mon it or ing, data col lect ing and
encod ing, case val id a tion, assist ing in vac cin a tion and imple ment a tion of min imum pub lic health
stand ards.
“Con tact tra cing is one of the key strategies that the city gov ern ment has employed since the
Covid-19 out break in order to con tain the spread of cases. We were able to reach the ideal ratio of
indi vidu als traced per pos it ive patient then, and we are still doing our best to reach the ideal
num bers now des pite the volume of cases,” Cruz said.
Bel monte also issued a cla ri �c a tion on the gov ern ment’s “No vac cine, no ride” policy.
“Unvac cin ated indi vidu als who needed to acquire essen tial goods or ser vices and those who have
med ical con di tions that pre vent them from get ting vac cin ated were exemp ted,” she said.
The mayor added that unvac cin ated indi vidu als hes it ant to get the jab would be asked to present a
med ical cer ti �c ate why they should not be vac cin ated.
Bel monte said that since Monday, more than 600 unvac cin ated com muters were brought to the
vac cin a tion site at the Quezon Memorial Circle to receive their �rst dose of Covid-19 vac cine.
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