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The Quezon City gov ern ment has expan ded its free COVID-19 test ing pro gram amid the surge in
new cases believed driven by the highly trans miss ible Omic ron vari ant, o� cials said yes ter day.
Mayor Joy Bel monte stressed that strength en ing the capa city of the City Epi demi ology and Dis -
ease Sur veil lance Unit (CESU) would allow the local gov ern ment to detect cases faster, pre vent
the virus from spread ing and respond to the needs of the cit izens accord ingly.
“More than ever, we must think of our pri or ity sec tors such as senior cit izens and those with
comor bid it ies who rely on speedy test res ults in order to receive imme di ate and appro pri ate med -
ical care,” Bel monte said.
CESU chief Rolando Cruz said the city recently beefed up its test ing capa city with the acquis i tion
of 100,000 rapid anti gen test kits and con tin ued col lab or a tion with the Phil ip pine National Red
Cross for the expan ded alloc a tion of RT-PCR test kits.
He said the local gov ern ment also estab lished addi tional com munity based test ing cen ters, which
are stra tegic ally loc ated in all dis tricts, to accom mod ate and identify more res id ents who might
have the virus.
“Each test ing cen ter is equipped with swab booths and can accom mod ate between 100 and 200
indi vidu als per day,” Cruz said.
As of Jan. 19, 17 com munity-based test ing cen ters have been set up across the city.
The QCX Museum loc ated at the Quezon Memorial Circle was also con ver ted into a test ing cen ter.
Cruz reminded res id ents to book their appoint ments online at http://bit.
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