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Afri can swine fever is a con ta gi ous, viral dise ase that a�ects domes tic pigs and wild boar, lea ding to high
mor ta lity.
It does not a�ect people.
First detected in the early 1900s in Africa, the dise ase has spread to coun tries in Asia and Europe.
Boehrin ger Ingel heim, a phar ma ceu ti cal com pany, is wor king to cre ate a vac cine.
Here are some basic que s ti ons and ans wers about Afri can swine fever:
Why do so many people worry about Afri can swine fever?
Afri can swine fever is a viral dise ase that can have seri ous pro duction and eco no mic con se quen ces for the
swine indu stry, inclu ding poten tial export bans on pigs and pork pro ducts from a�ected coun tries.
Is Afri can swine fever dan ge rous to humans?
Afri can swine fever does not a�ect humans. It is not a public-health threat or a food-safety con cern.
Why is Afri can swine fever hard to era di cate?
There are nume rous ways pigs can con tract the dise ase. ASF can be spread through ticks, live or dead pigs
and pork pro ducts, con ta mi na ted feed and by humans.
In fact, humans can carry the virus on their shoes or clo thing, which means tra vel ling from a coun try that
has Afri can swine fever to one that does not could lead to new out b re aks wit hout pro per bio secu rity
practi ces.
The dise ase is highly con ta gi ous and spre ads quickly through herds. It can sur vive days on con tacted sur -
fa ces like vehi cles or equip ment, for weeks in raw meat and months in fro zen meat pro ducts. It has an
incu ba tion period of �ve to 21 days, and infected ani mals do not always show cli ni cal signs of the virus
but can con ti nue to shed the virus for an exten ded period.
Source: Boehrin ger Ingel heim
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