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The emer ging BA.2 form of the Omic ron Covid-19 vari ant does not seem to be any more severe than the ori ginal
BA.1 form, an o� cial of the World Health Organ isa tion said yes ter day.

Vac cines also con tinue to provide sim ilar pro tec tion against the di� er ent forms of Omic ron, Dr Boris Pavlin of the
WHO’s Covid-19 Response Team told an online brie� ng.
The com ments come as the BA.2 sub vari ant begins to replace Omic ron’s more com mon “ori ginal” BA.1 sub vari -
ant in coun tries such as Den mark.
Based on data from Den mark, the �rst coun try where BA.2 over took BA.1, there appears to be no di� er ence in dis -
ease sever ity, although BA.2 has the poten tial to replace BA.1 glob ally, Pavlin added.
Rap idly repla cing BA.1
BA.2 is more trans miss ible than the more com mon BA.1 and more able to infect vac cin ated people, accord ing to a
Dan ish study which ana lysed coronavirus infec tions in more than 8,500 Dan ish house holds between Decem ber
and Janu ary.
The sub vari ant is already becom ing dom in ant in the Phil ip pines, Nepal, Qatar, India and Den mark, Pavlin said.
He added: “Vac cin a tion is pro foundly pro tect ive against severe dis ease, includ ing for Omic ron. BA.2 is rap idly
repla cing BA.1. Its impact is unlikely to be sub stan tial.
Mean while, new stud ies are emer ging that sug gest BA.2 vari ant is trans mit ting even faster than the ori ginal.
The �nd ings cast doubt on hopes that the wave of Omic ron that’s sweep ing the world may help hasten the end of
the pan demic. Calls for gov ern ments to treat Covid-19 as endemic like in�u enza are rising glob ally.
The pro duc tion of neut ral ising anti bod ies dur ing an Omic ron infec tion appears related to the sever ity of the ill -
ness, accord ing to one report from research ers at the Uni versity of Cali for nia, San Fran cisco. The milder form of
most Omic ron cases in vac cin ated people may leave those who recover from them still vul ner able to exist ing virus
and future vari ants that emerge, the research ers said.
More con ta gious
The second study found a second-gen er a tion form of Omic ron appears even more trans miss ible than the ori ginal.
It showed 39 per cent of people infec ted with a the BA.2 sub vari ant were likely to infect oth ers in their house -
holds, com pared with 29 per cent of those who were car ry ing the ori ginal ver sion.
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