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MUSCAT: People should not take the Omic ron vari ant of COVID-19 lightly, as it can infect healthy people in just 15 seconds.

Accord ing to Dr Jean Jab bour, the WHO rep res ent at ive to Oman, the dis tance at which two people stand and con verse is cru cial to the spread of the
infec tion, If one of them is infec ted and gets closer to a healthy per son than what is recom men ded, the risk is great.
Coronavirus vari ants
“If we are at a dis tance at which verbal com mu nic a tion is pos sible, this might trans mit the virus to a healthy per son within 15 seconds,” he explained.
“This is why we insist on apply ing the pub lic health meas ures, so that we can live with the virus, and live with its mutat ing vari ants, because this is
import ant.”
“When it comes to vir uses, it is import ant for every indi vidual to know that there will be vari ants, and there will be a lot of muta tions,” he said. “The
char ac ter ist ics, spread, infectiv ity and the sever ity of the virus di� ers between one vari ant and the other. Omic ron, just like the Delta vari ant, is clas si -
�ed as a Vari ant of Con cern, because they spread so quickly and their infectiv ity is high…it hap pens within a few seconds.”
Jab bour was speak ing on COVID-19 dur ing a wide-ran ging inter view with TTV, dur ing which he also made another import ant point clear: The COVID-
19 pan demic is far from over, des pite some people think ing oth er wise.
“When there is a vari ant, and there is a quick spread, this does not mean we are reach ing the end of the pan demic,” he revealed. “With vir uses, this
might hap pen. It is very pre ma ture to say that Omic ron is the end of the COVID-19 pan demic. This is the wrong per spect ive, and this is what makes the
com munity ignore the simple health meas ures.
SPEAKING TO T TV, JEAN JABBOUR MADE IT CLEAR THAT THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC IS FAR FROM OVER
Increas ing incid ence
“When this hap pens, num bers will increase again, you will have more admis sions to hos pit als, more admis sions to intens ive care units and more
deaths,” Jab bour says. “Please take the meas ures ser i ously and apply them… even at fam ily gath er ings, not just in com mer cial places or in pub lic
areas,” Jab bour said.
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