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THE Quezon City gov ern ment partnered with �n ance ser vice pro vider First Circle for the �n an cial lit er acy pro gram of small and medium enter prises
(SMEs) in the city.
Dur ing the vir tual launch of the pro gram on Monday, Quezon City Mayor Maria Jose�na “Joy” Bel monte said the part ner ship will provide city entre -
pren eurs “two-pronged sup port” of �n an cial assist ance and �n an cial lit er acy.
“It is very timely to have this part ner ship with First Circle that will provide �n an cial lit er acy pro grams that will equip them with money man age ment
skills, something that is vital to their growth and suc cess,” Bel monte noted.
First Circle said the part ner ship includes free quarterly �n an cial lit er acy webinars for the access of SMEs in the city.
The part ner ship with Quezon City also serves as First Circle’s �rst col lab or a tion with a local gov ern ment unit.
“We will ensure that this part ner ship and this pro gram will reach our QC entre pren eurs and that they will bene �t as much as pos sible from the learn -
ings that they will receive,” Bel monte said.
“Through this we hope to achieve eco nomic recov ery after more than two years of hard ship brought about by the pan demic and we hope that this
recov ery will bene �t as many of our small- and medium-sized busi ness own ers as pos sible,” the Quezon City mayor con tin ued.
Bel monte also high lighted some pro grams the city gov ern ment launched to aid SMEs amid the pan demic.
This includes a wage sub sidy pro gram, a cap ital assist ance pro gram and a cara van to fea ture city-made products.
First Circle chief exec ut ive o�cer Patrick Lynch said the part ner ship was foun ded on the “strong desire to grow small busi nesses.”
Lynch also said small busi nesses require di� er ent things, mak ing it import ant to develop a pro gram that would be rel ev ant and bene � cial for them.
Mean while, First Circle head of Cus tomer Suc cess Mar cus Erlano under scored that one of the �rm’s advocacy is �n an cial lit er acy, which includes mak -
ing entre pren eurs under stand the import ance of credit.
“We are look ing for ward to build ing a strong part ner ship with the Quezon City gov ern ment and the busi nesses in the city, a part ner ship that will foster
�n an cial lit er acy and strong �n an cial part ner ships with us,” Erlano said.
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