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IN A Res ol u tion, House deputy major ity leader and Rep. Alfred Var gas of Quezon City called for “urgent and decis ive” gov -
ern ment sup port for the strug gling private school sec tor.
Var gas lamen ted the lack of action to address retrenched teach ers and sta�, a�ected stu dents, and the clos ure of schools 
dur ing the COVID-19 pan demic.
“Every private school clos ure is a tra gic loss to learn ing and should be treated with con cern by the State with the same 
grav ity and ser i ous ness,” Var gas said in the res ol u tion.
“It means wasted infra struc ture and human cap ital, uncer tainty in the future of our teach ers and edu cat ors, and anxi ety 
for stu dents and their fam il ies who are sep ar ated from com munit ies of learn ing that they had been long part of,” he 
added.
Var gas cited UNICEF reports that the eco nomic shock of the pan demic has placed private schools, espe cially low cost 
private schools, under sig ni �c ant �n an cial stress.
Accord ing to UNICEF, only two mil lion out of a former 4.3 mil lion stu dents in private schools had re-enrolled at the begin -
ning of the pan demic in the Phil ip pines.
Var gas called the private school sec tor’s plight an “edu ca tional crisis” in the mak ing because of miss ing edu ca tional 
oppor tun it ies for mil lions of Filipino stu dents.
Accord ing to the three-term con gress man, his con sulta tions with private school admin is trat ors and man agers from his 
dis trict sig nal that there is an edu ca tion crisis at the hori zon as many private schools in Quezon City had already closed 
because of ser i ous �n an cial losses.
“I per son ally met with mem bers of the Asso ci ation of Private School Admin is trat ors (APSA) - Quezon City and many of 
them voice their fear that with the open ing of face-to-face classes in pub lic schools, there will even be less con cern for 
private schools from the Depart ment of Edu ca tion (DepEd),” Var gas stated.
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