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The Depart ment of Envir on ment and Nat ural Resources (DENR) has signed a memor andum of agree ment with the Quezon City
gov ern ment for the devel op ment of an urban biod iversity park in New Manila.

“While our focus is largely dir ec ted at man aging nat ural eco sys tems through the estab lish ment of pro tec ted areas, we also need
to address the import ance of enhan cing urban eco sys tems to be able to provide a qual ity and liv able envir on ment for city
dwell ers,” Envir on ment Sec ret ary Jim Sam pulna said in a state ment.
Real estate developer Metro Paci�c Invest ments Corp. (MPIC) also signed the agree ment.
Under the agree ment, the local gov ern ment of Quezon City and MPIC will be part ners of the DENR in imple ment ing the Urban
Biod iversity Pro gram (UBP) for the devel op ment and sus tain able man age ment of Madison Park, which will be known as Gabay
Kalikasan Park, in New Manila.
The DENR said the project would serve as the pilot test of its “adopt-a-city” approach in imple ment ing the UBP to encour age
the busi ness sec tor’s sup port in cre at ing green urban com munit ies in cit ies and barangays.
The depart ment said the UBP, with the tagline “Build ing a biod iversity, friendly envir on ment in Metro Manila,” also seeks to
“increase aware ness, under stand ing and appre ci ation of com munit ies and other stake hold ers on the import ance of urban
biod iversity and green spaces, and encour age indi vidual actions on urban green ing.”
DENR Biod iversity Man age ment Bur eau dir ector Natividad Bern ardino said the depart ment’s vis ion for the UBP is to trans form
the city’s land scape with “rivers, streams, lakes, coastal areas, swamps, urban forest parks and green high ways for wild life.”
Imple men ted in 2017, the UBP aims to pro mote the con ser va tion of biod iversity as well as develop and main tain green spaces
within cit ies, which in turn can provide bene �ts to the pub lic through eco sys tem ser vices.
Sam pulna said the DENR envi sions an increase in the pro por tion of green spaces in the coun try’s �ve largest cit ies – Quezon
City, Caloocan, Manila, Cebu and Davao – by at least �ve per cent under the Phil ip pine Biod iversity Strategy Action Plan.
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