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Few of smell recept ors, pro teins on the sur face of the nerve cells in the nose that detect and trans mit inform a tion about odours.
The pro cess alters the soph ist ic ated organ isa tion of genes in those neur ons, essen tially short cir cuit ing them, the research ers
repor ted.
Their paper advances the under stand ing of how cells crit ical to the sense of smell are a�ected by the virus, even though they are
not dir ectly infec ted, said Dr Sandeep Robert Datta, an asso ciate pro fessor of neuro bi o logy at Har vard Med ical School, US, who
was not involved in the study.
“The in�am ma tion in the adja cent cells trig gers changes in the sens ory neur ons that pre vent them from
said. work ing prop erly,” he
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