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every peso,” said Bel monte dur ing a roundtable with The Manila Times on Wed nes day.
The mayor, who is seek ing reelec tion on the May 9 national polls, said the city’s rev enue col lec tion dra mat ic ally increased even dur ing
the height of the Covid-19 pan demic.
“I would just like to stress that most LGUs had their rev enue col lec tions decreased, which was under stand able because we were under a
pan demic, but not Quezon City. Our col lec tions have increased and this is sur pris ing, but again this is the test a ment of what good gov -
ernance can do,” she said.
Bel monte said that her �rst exec ut ive order when she became mayor in 2019 was the cre ation of an internal audit ser vice.
“Through this, we have internal con trols and proper paper trails as we see how the money goes and spent, we can eas ily trace trans ac -
tions thereby e�ect ively get ting rid of cor rup tion,” the mayor said.
Bel monte repor ted that the city’s funds were prop erly spent based on the pro grams or agenda sub mit ted by con cerned sec tors like solo
par ents, senior cit izens, youth, tri cycle oper at ors and drivers through con stant con sulta tion with the city gov ern ment.
She said the city’s method of gov ernance has improved the qual ity of life of its res id ents and boos ted its eco nomy.
“My admin is tra tion was not deterred as we were able to pur sue our ori ginal plans and pro grams while e�ect ively address ing the pan -
demic wherein we spent a lot, which was not part of the plans, for social ser vices and needs of our con stitu ents,” she said.
Con sequently, the QC gov ern ment received an unqual i �ed opin ion from the Com mis sion on Audit (CoA) for the �rst time in its his tory
for its annual audit report for year 2020.
“This is the �rst in the city’s his tory that the local gov ern ment obtained a clear and unqual i �ed opin ion from CoA which recog nized its
cor rup tion-free gov ernance. This is the �rst that CoA declared Quezon City as a trus ted LGU. It is also something that I am very proud
of. It is the test a ment to the fact that we are doing the right thing here,” Bel monte said.
Based on the 2020 Annual Fin an cial Report on Local Gov ern ment of the CoA, Quezon City’s assets have increased by 369 per cent or
P355.91 bil lion from P96.423 bil lion.
The growth cata pul ted Quezon City to the top of the list of richest LGUs, over tak ing Makati City, which recor ded total assets of
P238.464 bil lion from P233.781 bil lion in 2019.
Bel monte lauded City Hall employ ees and o� cials for their con tri bu tion to Quezon City’s suc cess.
“We also thank our gov ern ment work ers who have made the ulti mate sac ri �ce dur ing this pan demic. If not for every one’s help, we
won’t be able to accom plish this mile stone,” she said.
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