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Excess ive waste gen er ated by com pan ies poses as one of the biggest con trib ut ors to pol lu -
tion—air, water and land. This World Envir on ment Day, here’s a look at how busi nesses
are work ing hard to reduce their envir on mental impact by ensur ing proper waste man age -
ment at all levels

Waste gen er a tion across sec tors and at all levels is a major global con cern. Today, envir on -
ment al ists and other stake hold ers are try ing hard to �nd solu tions that address this con -
cern and min im ise its harm ful e�ects on the planet and its inhab it ants.
Even though the gov ern ment and indi vidu als are work ing to pro tect the envir on ment, if
planned well, busi nesses have the capa city to sig ni �c antly reduce the amount of waste that
they gen er ate. This will ensure that com pan ies reduce their car bon foot print and boost
eco friendly prac tices.
NUMBERS WATCH
India faces major envir on mental chal lenges asso ci ated with waste gen er a tion and inad -
equate waste man age ment sys tems. As per the recent annual report of the Min istry of
Hous ing and Urban A�airs on imple ment a tion of Solid Waste Man age ment Rules, it is
estim ated that the total gen er a tion of solid waste will reach 165 mil lion tonnes by 2030. A
major com pon ent of this �g ure is expec ted to be gen er ated from vari ous busi ness prac -
tices.
Elab or at ing on the steps that can be taken to dis pose waste cor rectly, San jay Dubey, MD
and chair man of a premier com mer cial vehicle man u fac turer in Jam shed pur, says, “In the
cur rent scen ario, the focus on clean li ness and hygiene has increased man i fold. Busi nesses
must come up with bet ter tech no logy and machinery that con trib ute towards the vis ion of
[a] cleaner India and provide a bet ter envir on ment to live in.” While cor por ates are
The �rst thing that busi nesses must do is focus on the basics—reduce the con sump tion of
plastic and dis pose waste cor rectly. Gradu ally, they must get rid of one busi ness prac tice
that gen er ates waste
gen er ate has a longterm impact. Envir on ment al ist Meenal Jagda agrees, “The �rst thing
that busi nesses must do is focus on the basics—reduce the con sump tion of plastic and dis -
pose waste cor rectly. Gradu ally, they must get rid of one busi ness prac tice that gen er ates
waste. For example, the easi est way is to not use dis pos ables—such as singleuse plastic or
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haz ard ous prac tices. While this will not only reduce the brand’s car bon foot pert print, but
also help them bet ter their pro�t mar gins.”
DISPOSING WASTE
While gen er at ing less waste is key, it is equally imper at ive to dis pose waste cor rectly, and
in a more envir on ment-friendly man ner. Waste man age ment exbusi nesses Sushil Shinde
states, “We simply can’t dis card waste or dump them in land �lls. Dump ing or burn ing
waste adds toxic fumes to the air, which is dan ger ous. Waste that organ isa tions pro duce
should be dis posed o� cor rectly, and that will depend on what busi nesses use and are dis -
card ing.”
DEALING WITH E-WASTE
We live in a world that’s heav ily depend ent on tech no logy. The same applies to busi ness
func tions too. Viral Shah, a tech investor and soft ware developer, elab or ates, “With
increas ing use of tech no logy—to assist in busi ness oper a tions—comes a large amount of
e-waste. Most com pan ies dis card this waste without check ing if it can be recycled or dis -
posed in a cor rect man ner.
Some brands update their tech no logy every few years, even if the device func tions well.
This [prac tice] must be recon sidered, keep ing in mind the envir on ment and the impact
that the dis posal of e-waste has on it.”
Elec tronic devices con tain toxic sub stances and heavy metals. If dis posed improp erly,
espe cially in open grounds and without being dis as sembled or treated, the residue gen er -
ated— chro mium, cad mium, mer cury and lead—can seep into the soil, ground wa ter and
air, mak ing it toxic to �ora, fauna and human beings. There fore, on the occa sion of World
Envir on ment Day, busi nesses must pledge to col lect e-waste, recycle mater ial using safe
meth ods or dis pose of e-waste cor rectly to reduce its dam age on the envir on ment.


