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Mon it or ing the sounds of coral reefs can serve as a non-intrus ive, inex pens ive and e� -
cient method for track ing the state of their health – and for plan ning bet ter con ser va tion
inter ven tions, say ocean o graph ers. New research shows that degraded coral com munit ies
do not sound as crack ling and vibrant as healthy ones because reduced biod iversity means
less activ ity. “Sound scap ing gives us this really nice heart beat of what’s going on on the
reef,” said Lauren Free man, senior ocean o grapher at the Naval Under sea War fare Cen ter,
present ing the �nd ings to the Acous tical Soci ety of Amer ica.
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