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Zvika Klier is the CEO of Tigi Solar, a com pany focused on innov a tion in the �eld of renew able heat. He’s been immersed in
the �eld of renew able energy for over a dec ade, lead ing his com pany to develop tech no logy that gen er ates renew able heat
for use in both indus trial and com mer cial applic a tions.

Prior to join ing Tigi, Klier served as CEO of 3DV Sys tems, the developer of 3D video cam eras sold to Microsoft and serving
as the basis for Xbox Kin ect and MS HoloLens. Prior to that he was pres id ent of Arel Com mu nic a tions Ltd. An MBA gradu -
ate of INSEAD busi ness school in France, Klier holds a BSc in elec trical engin eer ing from the Tech nion-Israel Insti tute of
Tech no logy.
Innov a tion in the �eld of renew ables is mak ing head lines fairly often, but that one term cov ers a lot of cat egor ies, renew -
able elec tri city being the star among them. Talk to me about the dis tinc tion between renew able heat and renew able elec tri -
city.
“We all hear about renew able energy all the time, but in fact, what we actu ally hear about is renew able elec tri city. And
when we hear about stor age, we hear about elec tric stor age. When you hear about people mak ing com mit ments about
where they will be in 2030, 2040, 2050, it’s import ant to be very care ful in listen ing. Are they com mit ting to zero gas emi…
sions on the elec tric side, or all of their emis sions, elec tric or oth er wise?
“If you look at the way the world uses energy, only about 20% of it [mani fests on] the elec tric grid. So if we solve
everything related to elec tri city in a renew able way, there’s still 80% that we need to take care of. That other 80% of
energy is primar ily two things: trans port a tion and heat. Heat is approx im ately 50% of all the world’s use of energy, but the
util iz a tion of renew ables there is still very small.
“The world burns approx im ately $3 tril lion of fossil fuels a year for heat. If the world wants to actu ally �ght the cli mate
crisis, it needs to solve trans port a tion and heat, both of which are primar ily out side of the scope of elec tri city, which is
where renew ables are cur rently focused.”
What’s the biggest suc cess in renew able heat so far, and where do we go from there in order to develop the �eld fur ther?
“Every one in Israel has a solar water heater on their roof. It’s great for heat ing water to shower tem per at ures, 40°C to 50°C
[104°F to 122°F]. But most of the world’s heat pro duc tion is at higher tar get tem per at ures and in colder cli mate con di tions.
“Who ever �nds a way to pro duce heat from renew able sources at higher tar get tem per at ures, includ ing in colder cli mate
con di tions and at a cost that is lower than burn ing fossil fuels, is deal ing with a very big oppor tun ity. And that’s what Tigi
is doing. That’s our vis ion.
“What we have developed is a new type of solar thermal col lector [sim ilar to Israel’s rooftop solar water heat ers] that is
extremely e� cient, even in cold cli mate con di tions. We can even heat build ings in Nor we gian win ters.
“Our tech no logy allows for higher tar get tem per at ures, up to 100°C [212°F], which means we can also do indus trial pro -
cesses as well as com mer cial heat like kit chens, laun dries, stu� like that.”
You have extens ive exper i ence in the energy industry. What’s your take on Israel selling fuel to European nations in the
midst of the cur rent fuel crisis?
“If Europe wants to avoid the use of Rus sian gas, it has to make very dra matic changes in its energy mix. I think Israel can
play a role there, and it is actu ally look ing at a really big oppor tun ity. We have sev eral com pan ies deal ing in gas, and
through them, the Israeli eco nomy could really enjoy some growth.
“Also, take into con sid er a tion that it serves the capa city to �ght aggres sion from Rus sia toward our nat ural allies. In all
regards – polit ical, eco nomic and envir on mental – this is a good move.”
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