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Quezon City Mayor Joy Bel monte yes ter day joined other local gov ern ment o� cials in call ing for the can cel la tion of quar ry ing agree ments
within the Upper Marikina Water shed and the Masungi Geor e serve in Rizal.
Bel monte signed the joint declar a tion call ing for an end to destruct ive activ it ies in the pro tec ted area, join ing May ors Mar celino Teodoro of
Marikina, Vico Sotto of Pasig and Jaime Fres nedi of Muntin lupa.
“As one of the most vul ner able coun tries to the cli mate crisis, our people are rav aged by �oods and land slides year in and year out, caus ing
untold loss of life, prop erty and infra struc ture,” read the state ment of the local o� cials.
The may ors expressed con cern over reports that the Depart ment of Envir on ment and Nat ural Resources has not acted on the can cel la tion of
min eral pro duc tion shar ing agree ments (MPSAs), cov er ing more than 1,300 hec tares of the pro tec ted water shed.
They said the pro lif er a tion of illegal struc tures and estab lish ments inside the water shed should be taken ser i ously, adding that those respons -
ible must be held account able.
“Non-can cel la tion only gives the quar ries run way to oper ate later on and does not guar an tee the con ser va tion of the water shed area,” the may -
ors said.
They also appealed to recon sider the social and envir on mental impacts of their plans and vol un tar ily res cind their MPSAs within the Upper
Marikina River Basin Pro tec ted Land scape and the Masungi Geo park Project.
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